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In consequence of the high freights pre-

vailing, many of the steamers departed
for the Argentine, but not before they had
exploited the people of the North-West,
That is the kind of thing the Covern.
ment should prevent and it is possible to
prevent it by employing State steamers
-on that trade. ‘With regard to the guestion
of conseription, the House will probably
adjourn within a fortnight to assist in the’
referendum  campnign, Personally, 1 in-
tend to vote yes ; but I do not propose to
advise the people to do what [ myself
Aam not able to do. [ am over military
age and, on account of that disabilivy,
I have no doubt, if 1 went before the
military authorities, I would be turned
down. | shall, however, advise those in my
constituency who are able and fit to enlist,
provided, of course, that ample provision
is made for them on their return. Our
experience teaches us that there is always
plenty of enthusinsm at a time like the
present, and that people can always be
induced to subscribe liberally to funds.
In the electorate 1 represent over £2,000
has been subscribed towards the various
patriotic funds, but the time will come
when the war will be finished,—and T
hope that time is not far distant, and that
we shall be successful, as I have not the
slightest doubt now— and all our attentinns
will have to be devoted towards caring
for those who have returned maimed and
wounded. Tp to date I am sorry to say
practically no provision bhas been made for
returned soldiers, I know of a young
man in my constituency who camme back
partly disabled, and who is getting a
palery 53 4 week. 1Is that an inducement
for uny young fellow to go to the front ?
Something should alss be done in connection
with the foreigners who are in the State.
What do we find at the present time at
Day Dawn ? That it is practically full of
Ttalians, who have no intention of fighting,
and who are satisfied to remain there
I consider that machinery should be pro-
vided to conscript these subjects as well
as the people of the State. On their
return there should be anple provision
for the men conscripted and also for their
dependants. Those are my views on the
referendum, although, as I have said, I
shall vote yes. If any announcement is
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made that capital and wealth, or income
over and above a certain amount sufficient
to live on, will be conseripted, T shall do
my level best to induce the members of
my constituency to vote ves,

On motion by the Minister for Works
debate adjourned.

House adjourncd wt 11-24 pon.
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On motion by Hon, W, KINGSMILL leave
ol absence granted for six sittings to Hon,
AL G, Jenkins on the ground of )l-health.

Un motion by Hon. W, KINGSMILL
leave of absence granted for six sittings to
Hon. C. Sommers on the ground of nrgent
jrrivite husiness,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day— Amendment,
liehate resumed from the previous day.

Hon, H. MILLINGTON
[4.8367: Tt has been suggested by some who
have already speken that there is no need
for a lengthy disenssion upon the proposals
ol the Covermment. I do not agree with
this view; o faet the eriticism already of-
Fere by even those who suppert the Liberal
(fovernment is, 1 think, quite suflicient
Jjustification for those who have heen op-
posed o that party to continue the discus-
sion and the criticism. I do nat think the
Caolonial Secretary really expecls us to eur-
tail vur remarks. Right through his politieal
career, even during the time of the war, he
wag fhe most vindictive critie of the Labour
Government. If there were nothing in the
aetions of the Government to eritieise, that
hon. gentleman relied on his imagiuation,
and on various occasions invenied eriticism,
presumably with the object of relieving the
mountony. e was onc of the severest
critics of tle late Government, and having
sat alongside of him for two vears, I am
convineed that he is quite prepured to ace-
cept all the eriticism we ean offer in turn,
and that he is perfeetly well able o put up
a pretty fair reply to any such erificism.
Tu the past 1T and my colleagues have heen
strong supporters of the Labonr CGovern-
ment: now it is our duty to offer criticism
and advice to the present Government.
Since T last spoke in this Chamber the posi-
tion has heen entirely altered. We now
have in contrel in another place a party
whirh numbers 17 members out of 30, This
in itself calls for some inquiry, Tt is a
uninue position, considering there has heen
no election, and considering further the at-
fitwde taken by that party and their con-
tention that thev have a mandate to form
a Gavernment. that the country has called

(North-East)‘

[COUNCIL.]

straighten out the
finances and  odminister ithe affairs
of the State. Many references have been
made to the methods adopted by them in
assuming office. Owing to the previous acts
of administration by the Liberals, especially
when Mr. Wilson was Premier for the first
time, the unpopularity of the Liberal party
was very apparent: in faet the opinion was
general that not only the country, but even
the party he was leading, had not entire con-
fidenee in that gentleman. So apparent was
this that the more conservative section of the
Liberal party broke away and formed a
separate organisation, known as the Counfry
party. For some time they carried out their
intention, which was to criticise the Liberals
and stir up the Liberal represeniatives of
country distriets, asserting thak they had nof
done their duty and had not watched the in-
terests of the primary producers. ‘Primary
producer,” aceording to the interpretation
|zlaced upon it by the Country party, means
the farmer. Of course they say it ineludes
all primary industries, but undoubledly they
have particularly watched the farming in-
dustry. We were under the impression that
the Labour .Government had given a fair
deal to the Couniry pariy. I have never
heard any acknowledgment of what has been
dene by the Labour Government in the in-
terests of the farming industrv. Tor some
reasons or another the Country party seemed
to think it was good poliey to suppress any
feelings of gratitude they may have enter-
tained, and thev confined themselves to
violenl criticism of the Labour Government,
hlaming them for every {rifling offence by
departmental oflicers. and insisting upon at-
templing even to sheet honfe to the Minister
in charge the moest trifling errors of tup-
penny-ha’penny elerks in ihe Tndustries As-
sistance Board or some other department.
We were not surprised at the attitude
adopted by that partv., What was done by
the Labour Government was done, not with
the object of gaining votes or seecuring the
eratifude of the Country party, but purely
with the ohject of meting out jostice to that
particnlar seeiion of ihe community, irre-
gcetive of its political effect. The members
of the Country party were not satisfied, and
allhough T cannot say thal as a parly they
took action, yvet a conferenece was bronght

upon  them to
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alont hy one of the Country party engin-
eerr. The outcome was an agreement wiih
the Liberals, I do not iake violent excep-
tion to those two parties having formed an
alliance.  The point I take exception to
1s that, having agreed upen  certain
concestions as the basis of co-operation, and
having finally decided among themselves
what should be done, they guietly sent in the
account for the State Treasury to pay. As 1
«av, | take no exeeption at all to their co-
operation; but I manitain in charging the
State with the cost of this allianee, political
corruption comes in; and to that I do take
exeeption. In fact, when I hear Mr. Sander-
sont objecting to the State trading conceras,
] am almost inclined to agree with him as
regards the greatest of our State trading
coneerns, namely the railway sysiem. If the
State railways are to be used for politieal
leverage, there is no doubt in life that Mr.
Sanderson will be able to make out a pretfy
wvoud case. However, it appears to me that
even the Liberals and the Country pacty are
not opposed to a State trading concern
whieh had the effeet of increasing the value
of their properties and of assisting them in
varrving on their business. If is only when,
as may perhaps happen in some instances,
n State eaterprise does not directly benefit
these mentlemen, or they cannot see the bene-
fit of the enterprise as thev can in connee-
tion with the railways, that (hey object.
Hoewever, be that as it may, 1 still say the
Gouvernment have to show justification for
using a railway svstem whicl: is net paving
—and they know perfeetly well that it is not
paving, for. uo matter how any loss may be
charged, it must eventually be horne hy the
zeneral taxpaver—io earry fertilizers at a
loss For such men as Mr, Hedges of Bruce
Rock, whe culiivated last vear about 3,000
acres; My, Parker, who, T believe, is culii-
vating about G000 acres; and Messrs. Mon-
ser & Burges. of York, who are wealthy
farmers: and lastlv. Mr. Mitchell of
Northam.  1f the Colonial Seerelary ean
tell me why the general taxpayer should
suffer in order to carry fertilisers below cost
for those men. T am prepared to listen to
the hon. gentleman. Of course, that is not
the way it is pnt to the people. In all cases
of this deseription, it is the poor farmer
that is used as a stalking horse, The Gov-
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ernment, it is sabd, are doing fhis in the in-

terests of the poor farmer. Buf, so far as
the poor farmer is concerned, this reduetion
in fertiliser freighis will not affeet lis posi-
tion appreciably. To the poor farmer, using
7 or 8 tons of superphosphate per annum,
the reduetion will mean about £2 or £3.
Knowing, as we do, the poor farmer in this
State, we must know perfectly well that this
amount is a mere trifle to him and cannot in
anv way affect his position or determine
whether he shall be enabled to cantinue his
oceupation of farming., T is merely a sop.
worth nothing to the poor farmer, though
1 admit it has the desired effect. In this re-
spect the gemeral farmer throughout the
State has undoubtedly been misled. To
these farmers who do not require the redue-
tion, it means a gift of £20 or £30 a year. [
dare saythe greater proportion of the money
is rveally given to such men: hecause we know
there are many wealthy tarmers in Elis
State. It would be 2s logical to say “We
are going to assist the mining industry by
carrving evanide al a loss over the State
railwavs, of eourse with the ohject of assist-
inr the poor prospector.” The benefit of
such a reduction, however, would go to the
big mines such as the Ivanhoe and the Great
Roulder. These are things not for the mem-
bers of the Tabour party to explain, but
to be explained by those who made {he agree-
ment. I presume thc reduetion in fertiliser
freighis represents one of the Governmenl's
niethods of squaring the finances. While 1
do not know bow il will aet in the matter
of finance-squaring. it certainly has had
another effect whieh, from the party point
of view, is just as good, namely the eflect
of squaring voters. Mr. Carson told wus
that Le is not a strong party man, and
1 hasten to state we never suggested lie was.
So far as that goes, T would not take any
strong exception to a man on the seore that
e declared limself o strong party man,
even in this Chamber. What we take execp-
tion to is the highly odoriferous aetion of
the Country party—such action as will un-
doubtedly, in lime, when the people recognise
the foree of it, meet with their strong dis-
appraval,  Nexf, in reward tu the terminal
charges, From what has been =aid one woull
think the terminal charges were something
introduceldl by the Labour CGovernment in
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order to ourwit the tarmer. In point of fact,
it is well known fo everyone that the terminal
<harges, or at all events the old terminal

s, were introduced by the previous
Liberal Government. They were taken off
by a Labour Government, but subsequently
reintroduced because there was no other pos-
sible means of obtaining revénue than that
of increasing the charges for services ren-
dered by the State to the people. Even
during the last four years the railway sys-
tem lias been a losing proposition to a very
serions extent. Therefore people must not
run away with the idea that the farmer has
been overcharged on the developmental rail-
ways, In fact, the returns show that those
developmental railways, even allowing for
tiie terminal charges of which so much has
heen made, are losing propositions. In 1912
the loss on  developmental railways was
£36,488, in 1913 £61,814, in 1914 £46,000
odd, and in 1915 £52,000 odd; or in four
vears a loss of £197,000 odd on those rail-
ways. The figares do not look as though,
from a business point of view, the farmer
hias been overcharged for goods carried over
the developmental railways, YWhen consider-
ing these figures we have, of course, to bear
in mind the ability of men to pay. At the
same time, I maintain Lhat some sysiem will
have to be evolved whereby we shall be able
to separate the benevolent part from the
husiness part of our railway system, 1 am
aware, and 1 think it is agrecd on every hand,
that railways are built for the purpose not
only of earrying commodities as a husiness
proposition, but alzo for the purpose of de-
veloping indusiries and more partienlarly
the farming industry. Still, there shouid be
some system of accounting ntroduced to
show whieh railways arve payving and which
railways ure not paying, instead of the loss
heing debited to the railway sysiem as a
whole. [ have spoken on this subject to
responsible officers of the Railway Depari-
ment, and they are of opiffion thaf some sys-
tem of this description should be introduced.
The Commissioner should make out a sche-
dunle of rates under which the sysiem would
jray; and then, if it is the poliey of the Gov-
ernment to carry goods under cost, that
should be noled and a special grant in aid
of the particular indostry benefited shonld
be paid to the Railway Department. By
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this means the position of the railway system
would be placed in such a light that it would
be possible o see how mueh acinally has
been granted by the State to further any
piven industry. At the present time we do
not know; we simply know that the railways
are not paying; and the exeuse is that they
ave to a certain extent run as a business pro-
position and lo a certain extent as an assist-
anee to various industries. Thus, we bave
no hope of tinding out where reform should
be instituted. In connection with this mat-
ter, to show thal the Labonr Government
were not guilty of any favouritism as re-
gards railway freights, I may remind hon,
members that railway freights to the gold-
lields, including the Murchison, were in-
creased so as to bear more hardly on the
goldfields pecple than on any other section
of the community. In eommon with other
members of the Labour party, 1 received
letters of protest from municipalities and
roads boards on the goldfields—I think I had
no less than six soeh letters. T should men-
tton that the districts affected were repre-
sented entirely by members of the Labouy
parly. Before replying to those letiers we
obtained from the Minister for Railways a
statement on the subject, and instead of hack-
g up the protests made, and encouraging
the people affected to protest further against
freights which consideration and examination
proved to he just, we, o a man, sapported
the action of the Government. We aceepted
all the risk attaching to that attitude, At
the same time we mainfain thaf, no matter
whether our constilnents or any other people
were affected, we would not be justified iu
using the railwavs of the State to earry
wouds at under cost or at rates nof pavable
to tihe Department. Therefore we have
never altempted to use the railways for the
purpose of placating our own particular con-
stituents, Now, just a word on the Slate
trading eoncerns.  Hon. members do not
seem {o be unanimous in regard to these
much <dehated concerns. As regards the
shipping venture, for instance, we find
severnl pronounced Liberals supporting the
State Steamship Service. More especially
is this so in the ease of Liberals who know
the districts affected and who bave not come
under the influence of the more practised

Liberals in the metropolitan and other
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who consider the
the point of

areas. They are men
position  eatirely from
view of their particutar distriets, and
we find that they, without exception,
favour the State Steamship Service for
the North-West. In faet, they look upon
ihat service much as the farmers look npon
developmental railways.  They state that,
although the service does not pay, it is abso-
lutely necessary- [ov the development of the
Novth. I do not know Lhat at this stage I
need trouble to justify the Staie Sieamship
Service, but 1 wish to illustrate by another
State frading coneern why it is that such
strong exceplion is laken to the Labour
party’s policy in this respect. I refer to the
Siate Iwickworks. In order to show the
yuarier from which opposition comes, T will
(uote sotne evidence given in the Arbitration
Conri by an owner of a brickworks, on the
15th July, 1915, The case was one in which
the toastal Brickyard and Pottery Works
Ilmplovees’ Union of Western Australia in-
glitnted proceedings toe have an award al-
teredd. IEvidence was given by Henry James
Counlthard, manager and part owner of the
Cardup brickworks—

Dealing with (lie subject of the price of
his own bricks he said that in 1911, at the
tirae the industrial agreement was entered
into, the price of steam-pressed bricks was
perhaps lower than 42s. per thousand. The
inrreased wages paid under the agreement
caused the price to be raised, and it went
to 50s. The price now was 43s. per thous-
and, The operation of the State brick-
works had caused the drop.  The price
charged by the State enterprise for bricks
was 38s. per thousand.

To show how this worked out, Mr. Somer-
ville purt a qrestion to the witness, Mr. Coult-
fiard-—

What did the increase by the 1911 agree-
went over the old condilions amount to?

e, Coulthard replied—

A difference of between 3s. and 4ds. per

thensand in the cost of production.
AMr. Somerville then asked—

The price of brieks, vou tell us, went up
%s. per thousand., from 42s. to 50s., and
ihe inerease that vou were called on to
pay amounted to 3s. or 4s.7

The answer was ‘yes” Now, it will he
gseen that Mr. Coulthard admits that.
althongh the increaze granted by the
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Arbitration  Court was only an in-
crease of 3s. to ds., they took tle oppor-
tunity of raising the price of bricks a mai-
ter of Ss. per thousand, the excuse given,
of ecourse, was the ine¢reased cost of pro-
duction.  Yet when they eame into compe-
tition with the State brickworks, who were
selling bricks at 36s. to 38s. per thousand.
they reduced them by s, per thousand. As
far as these men are concerned they are in
opposition to State trading coneerns. The
State trading concern is a commereial pro-
position, but what I fail to understand is
the opposition of those who are the users.
You can imagine why the people, who are
in opposition or in some way or other have
to pay for the increased prices of these com-
modities, being opposed to State {rading con-
cerns, The increased price, as far as brieks
are concerned, must have an effect on the
general householder in Pertl, and yet it
appears to me that the position is so misrepre-
sented that he has a grievance against the
State for starting a State trading concern.
I can understand opposition coming from
the man who is in competition, but I ¢an-
not understand it eoming from those who
aain an advantage. Just a word in connec-
tion with the recent election. Somehow or
other the Liberals managed to read the re-
sults te show that they had come back to
favour. But the results of the recent elec-
tions do not bear out their contentions. In
the case of the Central Province, Mr. Pat-
rick is an old representative member of this
Chamber, in addition to which he is repre-
senting both the Liberal and the Couniry
party, and is a man highly qualified, to
whom no one counld take any exception.
With regard to Mr. Hickey, although an oui
and out Labourite, holding the same financial
views as the Liberals, with the disadvantage
of restricted franchise, the anpopularity of
Lahour, he had a very niee vietory over his
opponent, despite all these disadvantages.
In regard to the North-East Province we
had two elections, one gained by consider-
ably increased majority of two to one over
what we bhad previovsly, and in the other,
caused. unfortunately. by the death of the
Hon. Mr. Griffiths, Mr. Cunningham. hav-
ing a walk-over, it does not look as (hough
we lhiad gone back as far as the goldfields
are concerned. Again, Coolgardie—I admit
there was not a man prepared to get going
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at Coolgardie as a direct supporier of Mr.
Frank Wilson. You cannot insult a gold-
fields Liberal more than to say le is asso-
ciated with Mr. Frank Wilson, unless
you suggested that he was of the same

political faith as Mr. Connolly., The
goldtields man takes the greatest excep-

tion to heing associated with either. So that
as far as the goldficlds and the Central pro-
vince are eoneerned I think we ean claim
that we have not gone back in popularity.
In comneetion with the Canning election,
there are people who say that if you have
been defeated, you should iake it in a gen-
tlemanly manner. To a certain extent 1
agree with that. 1 am always satistied after
a Fair eontest to allow the electors to decide
the issue and keep quiet, but it does not al-
ways follow that a man who is prepared to
aeccept a verdiet in a fair contest ihat he is
the man to sit down quietly when Han
melhods are being employed. So far as this
election is concerned, I maintain that we
have just canse for complaint. Whether the
Liberal party is responsible [ do not know.
The faet remains that there was never an
eleetion in this State wheve such despicable
methods were used as In the Canning elee-
fion. On that account we have the right to
protest here, and we have the right also to
say that, although the Liberals were success-
ful on that occasion, we have the right to
demand an explanation of those methods. 1
am pleased to sav that very seldom in elee-
tions in this State are such methods resorted
to, and in justice io the Liberal party T must
say Hat the greatest exeeplion we take
s to the tacties of the All-British .ssveia-
tion. [ believe also there was an attempt—
ane of those lies by suggestion. not a straight
out charge but one of those sugges-
tions that are allowed to work amony
the people, and I must sav it had
the desired effeet. We do not mind
a straight out political conlest. We do
not mind how much you criticise the poliey
of the Government and ihe Administration,
but I maintain that when we get down fo tae-
ties of charging the Labonr candidate with
disloyalty, trading with the Germans and
being in sympathy with them, we are pinmb-
ing a very low level indeed. However, I am
afraid all these taciies did influence the
Canning election, and those responsible may
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think that there was some shame attached to
losing it, but 1 maintain that rhere was more
shame altached to such a vietory than tv a de-
feal. So far as the roads and bridges ave con-
cerned, we admit that in the direction of
roads and bridges Lhe Liberals can beat us
ouf of sizht. Not having any definite policy
and depending entirely upon that method,
having made u study of it for eenturies, we
have not got a hope in the line of sugpes-
tions and promissory notes that will fall due
after the war. As far as those
lactics are voncerned we do not mind, bug
we do vhject to the despicable taclies of the
All-British Association. The Liberal party
having come into power by seeuring the
Country party's support—they did not buy
it—they are nwow proceeding to put iote
operation the Labour party’s policy. It must
be almost amusing to those whe know the
real position. The Colonial Secrctary takes
eredit for the poliey he is going io adopt in
conneclion with edneation. He made an elab-
orate statement in Tegard to the cost of edu-
eation in this House. It is costing about £1
per heatd, a family of five, £3, and othev
claborations. One would think that the pre-
sent expendilure and the present system of
edueation was something initiated solely by
the Liberal Administration, but. as a matter
of fact, this is entively wrong. If you wish
to know what the idea of ihe Liberal Ad-
ministration was before Labour came into
offiee tn rezard to eduoealion I max state that
the hest vear as far as the Liberals were con-
cerned in the matter of expenditure on edu-
cation, amounted to £197,000. whereas the
vear ending June 1915 uader the Labour Ad-
minisiralion amounted to £309,000. The
Liberal partv's then poliey was entirely dif-
ferent fo the present one, which the hon. Mr.
CUolebaleh proposes (o continue, but he will
find that in continuing this from the stand-
pomnt of the Liberals it is an entirely differ-
ent thing to carrving it out on the old svs-
tem. He wil find now that he wiil not be
able to sweat the emplovee and pay him a
migerable £60 per annnum. Under the system
insiituted by the Labour Government a mini-
mum of £110 was fixed in the Education De-
partment. Although he is not prepared to
rive the Labour Government sny great credit
for ihis, if he decides to go back on ihe
poliey institoted by them he will have to pay
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that minimum through the department. That
Justifiable increase will have to be carrvied
on and they will find the difference now in
having to adopt a system under decent econ-
ditions and new methods. They will find that
not only is the expenditare increased but that
the system has heen improved. We do not
expect the Liberal pariy to give the Labhour
party any eredit for it, but we are going to
take it. Also the financiers will find that the
enst of this department to keep it going al
the pace set by the Labour Government will
mean on additional £100,000 a vear. They
will have to {ind this anount unless they
propose to go back to the old system, hut
according to the Uolonial Seeretary’s state-
ment they will have to keep to the Labour
party’s svatem in as far as expenditure is
coneerned. The same thing inay be said in
reference to hospitals and charities and to
the increases to the lower paid men of the
railway service and the Police Department.
In straightening the finances I do not think
for one moment thev can instilute the old
Laberal idea of what s a fuir thing. They
will find that (he Labour party once in power
have set a pace they will have to keep up to,
whereas under the old system of the Liberals
they were able to rub along by sweating
methods and working the men under votten
<onditions. They were able lo run them
cheaper than when the Labour Government
was in power, but now that a different sys-
tem has hecn instituted they will have to
-carry them on on different lines, I am satis-
fied that the Colonial Seeretary does not wish
to o hack to the old conditions. They are
not good enongh in these days, and the people
will never submit to going back to those con-
ditions again. Therefore in straightening the
finanees T do not think thev can look {o very
great saving as far as this department is
coneerned. They eannol go  hack to
the old standard, but will have to
pay the rates under the new svstem.
The only item of flattery T ean dis-
cern in the speech of the Colonial See-
retary is the faet that he has been suf-
ficiently flattering to the Labour Govern-
ment to adopt some of their proposals.
With reference to the question of redistri-
bution of seats, cne would think from the
statements which have appeared, that the
Labonr Government had heen responsible
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For the jerrvmandering Bill which vesuited
in the wrecking of the Liberal Party. It is
said to be perfectly well known that they
refused 1o introduce a measure for its aho-
lition: the exaet oppesite is the position. [t
s well known that o measure for a redis-
tribution of seats was introduced. I do nut
know the lines upon which the new measure
to be intreduced hy this Government has
heen drawn; but su far as the proposals
vontained in the Labour (iovernment’s 13ill
are concerned, no une could take any ex-
veption Lo them. "I'his Chamber was respun-
sible Fur wrecking ihat bill by introducing
into it impossible amendments. If the new
Bill is to be on the lines of those amend-
ments which were moved in this House by
the hon. the Colonial Secretary I can assure
him that it will have a very lively time when
it is before this Chamber. So far as we were
concerned, (he Labour party adopted a
straightforward attitude in rveference to
this matter. We condemned the redistri-
butien whieh had been previously made and
gave Parliament an opportunity of placing
a just measure on the statute book. I wounld
like to point out the true position on the
zoldfields in connection with the question
of redistribution. Taking the distriets ecom-
prised within 10 State seats. the latest
reporis show the total number of electors
enrolled to be 29,000, thus giving an aver-
age, or quota, of nearly 2,800. We have
lately heard a good deal abont Norvtham.
Taking the latest voli, the one used at the
recent election, it is found that the number
of voters enrolled for Northam is 2,300.
Therefore the quota on the goldfields, in
spite of statements io the contrary, is far
ahove that of Northam, When our oppon-
enis tallk about goldfields pocket boroughs
it would be well for them to remember this
fact. It is quite true that in the out hack
purtions of the goldfields there has certainly
heen in many places a deerease in popnia.
tion, but though the population has de-
creased. the necessity for representation has
not. When it comes to places so far re-
moved from the capital, a better case can-
not he put up in favour of their representa-
tion in Parliament, except perhaps for those
living it the out baek portions of the North-
western part of the State, than can be shown
for outhack goldfields. Those men resident
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oni back are of immense importance to the
State, and are well worthy of rvepresenta-
tion, and they are entitled to have a re-
presentative in this House. All these pointa
cin he better argued when the bill is actu-
ally iotroduced. Referring to the raxation
propesals of the Government. the Colonial
Secretary has told us that all amusements
are to he taxed. [If this be so, [ can tell
him he has taken on a pretty tough pro-
position. There is one form of taxation,
a little thing, which is quite easy, namely
the taxing of those amusements patrvonised
by the general community, sueh as picture
shows and raees, But the greater portion of
the community take their amusement in
ather forms. The Colonial Secretary tells
us that amusements of all kinds are io be
taxed. Is it intended by tlie Government to
tax the steamer tiekets of persons going out
of the State on a pleasure trip? That is
just as mueh an amusement to the person
who can afford it as is a holiday by people
ot the poorer class who can afford only
to 2o to say, Coflesloe Beash or a picture
show. Then again there is the amusement
of the man who keeps a motor and uses
it fur pleasure only. The Government will
realise that it will be a inatler of the great-
est diffieulty to prove that suck a man is not
using his motor for business purposes. Un-
doubtedly, it wil be foond a mueh easier
watter to tax the povrer elements in the com-
munity on their amusements than it will be
to colleet the tax on the amusements of ihe
wealthier classes who arc equally entitled
to be taxed. The Colonial Secretary wil]
findl some difticully in collecting tha! ftax.
The taxaiion proposals foreshadowed are ex-
actly the class of taxation we might expect.
Wien they come before us we will see what
Ahe ideas of the Government are in reference
to the raising of money with which fo
siraighten out ihe finances of the State. I
intend to say something about the great
question of all questions, that is the
patviotie question. In thiz connection 1 wish
to refer to the atlilnde of certain emjloyers
more especially on the goldfields. For many
vears iast the Lahour party has been agilat-
ing with (he object of limiting the number
of foreigners to be em):loved both in mines
and in ecnnection with any industry, As
the hon. Mr, Dodd has already pointed out,
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(his Iouse objecled to sueh a proposition;
and I will say that not only this House, but
my experience on the goldfields fells me, that
many employers also are opposed 1o it. I ve-
member thal some vears ago the Kurrawang
Firewood Company eontracted a habit of in-
serting an advertisement in the Kalgoorlie
Miner stating that no wood cutters were re-
quired at Kurrawang. Frequently, on the very
day that that advertisement would appear in
the paper, a truck load of Ausirians or Ital-
tans were s2nl up and these men immediate:y
got work an the line. T had oceasion to visit
that line some three or four vears ago in con-
nection with an industrial dispute, and I
found that the position was that there
were 230 odd Austrians emploved, 130
were Ttalians and 90 Britishers. That
was  the proportion then emploved;
yet to -day we find that these very
people who then lad one eonsideration only,
namely, to give preference to foreigners,
are to-day intensely patrviolic. Thase who
to-day are doing all the howling about pai-
riolism were not pairiotic enough during
times of peace to give a Britisher even an
erjual chance with a foreigner for employ--
ment. It has also. to he remembered thai
foreigners emploved here send out a great
proportion of lhe money thev earn to Auns-
tria; and T suppose some of that wmoney has
since been used for the purpese of providing
means of fighting against our own boys from
Australia. At a time like this, when an
altempt 15 being made to show that 1the
Labour party in particular is nol doing its
duty in the matter of patriolism, it is well
(o point out to those who are now making »o
much notse that apparently their patriotism
was in a slate of suspended animation before
the war. It has always heen the policy of
the Labour pavty 1o give prefercice to our
own workers, and when we hear these people
expresging opinions as to duty it is well (o
ask whether (hey did their duty in the past
so far as the Empire is concerned. As -me
of the vounger members of this House I am
gsomewhat diflident ahont touching on the
question of eonserigtion: vet at a time like
the present it is nol possible for one
to remain silent.  Other members have given
opinions on fhis peint. and T may say that T
have not arrived al a decigion in the malier
hurriedly, When 1 spioke at the Kalgoorlie
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labour conference on the question of detence,
1 stated that it was a matler npon which 1
ftelf some dillidence in speaking, that althougzh
I was opposed to the principle of conserip-
tion I was not prepared to say that there were
no eonceivable cirenmstanees under which
wonseription  would  not  he  jusiified.
At that time 1  expressed wmy con-
fidence in, and stated | was prepared
to leave the decision fto, the Federal Gov-
ernment.  The executive has since eonsid-
ered the question and have decided fhat Aus-
tralians shall deeide this guestion for them-
selves. 1 wish fo make it clear | am notl
going to compel any man to go when 1 do
not go myself. I maintain that no man,
unless he can say that he bas done his whole
duty in ccanection witl this matter lhes a
yight to say to any man wbat his duty is.
I am not connecled with any anti-conserip-
tion league and bhave not spoken at any
meetings, hut so far as T am personally con-
cerned 1 am opposed to congeription, T am
aware that this is a question which does
not eoncern this Chamber, hut I have a
right to express my opinion, and this in one
of the correct places in which I should
express the opinions 1 may hold on public
¢uestions. T do not intend to dodge the ques-
tion which is now before the people; but
1 do hope that those who vote in the diree-
tion of saying that some other man shall

go and fight, will first be quite certain that

they have themselves done their duty. Thia
is the most serious question upon which any
man ean be called to vote, and I repeat
that before voting in favour of eonscription
every maon should first feal satisfied that he
has himself done his whole duty so far as
the Empire is concerned. I am quite pre-
pared to respect other people’s opinions on
this question. Tt is not a matter upon which
there should be any aquibbling; and I hope
that freedom of opportunity to express
opinions will be given whether those
opinions be for or against conscription.
With regard to the actions of those who
bhave taken a cerfain course in opposing the
free expression of opinion, although I have
nothing whatever to do with it, T hold that
it is a question of sufficient importance to
_be placed before the people of Ausiralia
fully and fearlessly. Unless this be done,
in time to come it may be said that althongh
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a referemdum was taken an atlempt was
made 1o bludgeon into deeiding the peuple
in one direction. 1 {rust fair methods will
be adopted by bolh sides. I have no sym-
pathy with those who have adopted blud-
geoning methods, as I hold that every mian
has o perfect right to express his own
opinion, and ] think that we are likely to
get a better expression of the true feeling
of the peaple on this question by the adop-
tion of free speech. T have not yet con-
gratulated the Colonial Secretary upon his
attaining office. I must say that I also have
formed a high opinion of Mr. Colebateh;
and I wonld have been disappointed, and
more than surprised. if any other mewber
of the Liberal partv bad been ehosen for
the position of Colonial Secretary. Mr.
Colebateh had secured such a status and
such a reputation that his selection for the
leadership of this House was a foregone
eonclusion. 1 think, further, that he has
many of the qualificafions required, not
only for carrying out the duties of the office,
but for explaining the rather peculiar policy
of the party the hon. gentleman represents
here. There is no one in the Liberal party
so capable as Mr. Colebatch is of explain-
ing the intricacies of Liberal policy. DUn-
doubtedly, Mr. Colebateh also possesses an-
other qualification, whieh T am told is essen-
tial to a great statesman. Undoubtedly, he
possesses imagination, and in a marked de-
gree, Tt is said that no statesman can be
truly great if he lacks imagination. We have
had instances of this, Indeed, were imagina-
tion the sole qualification of a statesman,
then, in my opinion, no man in Australasian
polities ecould rank with the Colonial Secre-
tary. T expect great things from him, and
I am sore he will accept my congratulations
in the spirit in which they are offered: that
is to say, he can interpret that spirit. X
am not quite clear as to how members stand
in regard to the debate on the Address-in-
reply. T bave been speaking to the amend-
ment moved by the Colonial Secretary.

The PRESINDENT: The question before
the House is the amendment, that the words
proposed to be added, he added.

Hon. E. ROSE (South-West) [5.33]: As
a newly elected member for the South-
Western Province, in succession to the Hon.
. MeLarty, T recogmise that T have a hard
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row to hoe. Mr. Melarcty was a represenia-
tive of {he South-West Provinee for some
22 years, and represented it ably and well.
A busy man, and a man of great eapahii-
ties, Mr. McLarty possessed the entire con-
-fidence of his district, as is shown by the faet
that he was almost invariably returned un-
opposed. Unfortunately, his health failed hin
latterly, and he was therehy debarred from
engaging in an election contest. T am sure the
whole House sympathises with My, MeLarty,
ane that every member wishes him a speedy
restoration to complete healily, so that he
may {or many years enjoy his hard-carned
leisure. 1t seems to me that a member who
has represented a province or an electorate
for so long a period as in Mr. Melarty’s
ea<e, should receive some vecognition of his
services from the Government., Although it
may be said that members of Parliament are
remunerafed for their services, the fact re-
mains that every little cenire expects dona-
tions to one cause or anotler and that thus
tlie Parliameniary allowanee is absorbed., I
suggest hat any member who has sat in Par-
liament for 20 years should be allowed to re-

tain his free pass over the railwavs. The
free pass might be considered a sort of

medal commemorating his services, 1t is not
much to ask; and T hope hon. members will
not consider that T, a new member, am
in tvo mueh of a hurry to make requests. 1
destre to congratulate the Colonial Sercetary
on his attainment of the leadership of the
Housze. In my opinion, the country may
well be congratulated on the personnel of the
Government, in whose bands the interests of
Western Australia are perfectly safe. The
Minisiry comiprise some of the ablest busi-
ness men fo be found in the State. No doubt
Mimisters have hefore them a difficult task
in straighiening out the tangle inte which
public affairs have got during the past few
vears. The subjeet of finance has been
touched on by so many members that T need
hardly dwell en it. T am pleased to know
that the Government ave assisting the agri-
culturist, and the primary produeer gener-
ally. I do not agree with hon. members who
sav that money given, or lent, to the agri-
culfurist is money wasted. The last speaker
referred to the fertiliser reduction as re-
presenting a gift to the large land
owners: but if must he borne in mind
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that every ton of fertiliser going into
the country. even though at a small loss to
the Railway Department, means a tenfold
reinrn in bavk freight. Every ton of fer-
tiliser means emplovment, and also increased
value of owr lands, Indeed, [ think the
railways mighl assist more in this direction.
[ wm pleased, also, to learn the steps which
lave been taken by the Government with
vegard to lime deposits in the South-West.
Four vears ago a promise was obiained from
the then Minister for Lands—I think it was
Mr. Bath, replying to a deputation at Har-
vey—that it the Government found them-
selves unalble to construet a line of railway
to the lime deposits at Lake Clifton, private
people wonld he permitted to build the line,
although it was not ihe poliey of the Govern-
ment to give such permission. The lime, I
shoulil mention, was to he sold to farmers at
I'rices agreed on with the Government. All
this is four years ago. We know that lime
15 required for agricultural purposes, that
owr lands are starving for line; and yet the
promise remains unfolflled. With fertiliser,
lime, and irrigation the South-West will go
a long way towards overcoming the trouble
which has been experienced in daivy farm-
ing; and the dairying industry is one to be
encouraged, in view of the many thousand
pounds' worth of dairy produce annually im-
ported. The South-West is not asking for
monelary assistance, such as the farmers of
the Eastern districts have been compelled to
obtain from the Agricultural Bank and from
the Industries Assistance Board. 1 am eer-
tain the Government would art wisely in es-

tablishing an agrieultural college in  the
South-West, =0 that boys and vyoung
inen  may  be insirucied in  the prin-

ciples of agriculture, fruit-growing. dairy-
ing, and so forth. T consider ‘that
evervithing possible should be done to open
np the greal Souil-West of this State; but
[ aum not so narvow-minded as to think that
only one part of this country should be de-
veloped, T consider that every part of the
State should have done for it what is neces-
sary in thiz respeet. so long as it does not
run away with too mueh public money. A
subject which has been frequently menlioned
dnving thig debate is edaeation. T am indeed’
pleased that the Government intend to pro-
ceed with higher educalion. Many of ns wheo-
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were brought up in the back country vears
ago, sadly feel ihe want of the education
which is now ofiered to the rising generation.
A good deal has been said with regard to the
late Governmeni. The previous speaker said
that the present Government were tollowing

in the footsteps of their predecessors
as regards edueation. 1f 1hat is so,
1 think it is a very good thing, al-

thoungh it does not seem to me as if present
Ministers were altogether copying those who
have just left office. If thai were so, we
should tind the present Governmeot going in
nmore largely for socialistic enlerprises. As
regards those socialistic enterprises, 1 con-
sider that it the money spent on them—spent
on tramways aml power houses and such
things—had been devoted to the development
of the agricallural industry, Weslern Aunstra-
tin would be in a mauch better pesition fo-
Jday. Very few indeed of the State enter-
prises are at present payiog interest and
sinking fund. With regard to irrigation in
agricultural areas, schemes were initiated
and nunierous surveys were made in 1911,
but up to the present only one scheme has
heen carried out. Had the other schemes
heen proceeded with, the State weuld have
been in a position to supply the whole of the
agricultural and dairy products requived by
the people of ‘Western Aunstralia. T am
strongly of opinion that the various ports
should be improved, so long as money is
availalble for the purpose. 1 believe in giv-
ing every chance to the ports of Bunbury,
Geraldton, Albany, and so on; so that, when
the war i1s over and mueh shippmg will be
done, several ports of shipment will be avail-
abte for our wheat, coal, timber, tin, fruit,
and other products, T am nol so parochial
as to think that there is only one port in
Western Australia, though some lon. mem-
bers appear to think so. 1 hold that all our
natural ports should be opened up, to assist
the primary producer to get his produee to
market at the cheapes! rate. Bunbury is a
port whieh will before long hold a leadinz
position in Australasia. 1 heard one hLon.
gentleman say that cxpenditure on harbour
improvement at Bunbury.and other out ports
ought to be stopped, and the whole of the
money expented in fhe development of the
Fremantle harbour. T thought centralisation
had died out, but evidently there is one hon.

member who still faveurs the cenlralising ot
all our export trade at one port. Bunbury
is, of conrse, ihe natural port for the produce
of hundreds of miles of the sorrounding
country. Two hundred thounsand bags of
witeat are lying there now awaiting export,
and no doubt a few vears will see a large
inerease in the export of wheat from that
port. Again, much shipping will he re-
quired for coal and timber. Bunbury as a
port justifies the demand that it should be
rendered fit to accommodate the largest
steamers eoming out to Australia. At present
hoals drawing vver 23ft. have fo be seat
from Bunbury to Fremantle to top up.
st this s a source of expense not ouly to
the owners of the boats, but to the users of
the sbips. If we had three or four deep water
herths ready after the war is over, whan all
the timber is required and the bunkering of
voal is being done. it will be of great assist-
anve to the South-West and (o Western Aus-
tralia generally. With regard to the Collie
coal, we have had a Roval Commission =sit-
ting, but 1 do net know when we are going
to have the report from these men. [ o
think, however, the Government should assist
the Collic coal industry by using that coal
net only on the railways in the South-West
bat by seeing that the State steamers use it
more often than in tle past. Besides that,
we are importing coal to Bunbury. We often
lIrear the expression “To carry coals to New-
castle,” but they are bringing at the present
time Newcastle ¢oal to Bunbury to use on
the raitlways. .\eross from Bunbury fo the
Collie eoalfields is one of the steepest grades
in Western Australia where Collie coal is
only nsed. There is no reason why we
shonld not run ounr railways with Collie
coal; so far as the sparks are concerned
I have never had a fire from sparks. Mr.
Paterson of Pinjarra is of the same opinion
as myself, that so long as he has got
breaks ploughed there is practieally no
danger from fire, and he also says he has not
experienced any losses from fires at all. T
maintain that if the Government insisted up-
on having pwoper breaks ploughed there
would be very little danger of fires from
(Collie coal, and the effect would be to assist
to develop the Collie coalfields. I do hope
that the Government will do something to
insist upon farmers having their breaks
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Ploughed. With regard to the North-West
Provinee, which Mr. Miles is representing,
the treezing works at Wyndham should have
been crected years ago. 1 regret, however,
to see that they are costing so much money,
something like £450,000. 1t will be years and
vears heiore they get the principal and in-
terest on the outlay on these freezing works.
1 am greatly in favour of erccting freezing
or canning works, but to go to the expense
il they are going to at Wyndham is too
wmneh fur a country like this, 1 think that the
pozition would have been met by erecting
works eosling not more than £200,000 as
planned by the Libera!l Government in 1911.
This would be of great assistance to the
Norih-West. The only way to cheapen meat
is by having freezing works erected right
throughout the North. We should have them
in Geraldton right up to the north coast to
Wyndham, so that we could export our sur-
plus meat or supply the local markets. It
seems to me ridiculous that with the amount
of steck we have in the North we should hava
to pay what we do at ihe present time
fur  heef and mntton. 1  maintain that
if the Government ecarried ont the iu-
tention of ihe previons Govermment we
should never have to pay the price for meat
we are doing now. Another matier which
haz heen touehed on is in eonnection with the
bonuz  for the destruction of dingoes.
Tihis is & question that interests s¢ many
of the pastorahsis fthat we should cer-
tainly discuss the matfer in this House, in
this (Chamber, and in another place. These
pests have been the cause of the loss in the
South-West of thousands and thousands of
sheep. and if it were not for the dingoes we
would have had thonsands more sheep there
than we have at the present time, with the ve-
sull that it would bave reduced the price of
meat to-day. As it is a number of pastoralists
have had to give up grazing on account of
the pest. While on this point I would like
io sugzest to the Colonial Secretary that the
tax on tame dogs might be increased. We
have licenses for dogs but the tax on a number
of them eould with advantage be doubled or
trebled. We have endeavoured as a roads
board to get Ministers to amend the Act to
empower the chairman of the board to des-
troy unlicensed dogs in his distriet, bul we
have failed and T do hope the present Gov-
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ernment will take that into consideration and
devise some means by which the owners of
tame dogs pay a double tax and give the
seeretary of the roads board the authority to
destroy unlicensed dogs- The present Act
does not permit of the destruction of dogs
until after a report has been forwarded to
the police. 1t is impossible to adopt this
course effectively in the remoter districts,
and 1 do think we should do something to
assist pastoralists in the way of having these
dogs destroved, or compel the owners to pay
a double license, The man who is going to
keep dogs for pleasure should pay a license
of four or five pounds per vear. [ certainly
would do all | gould lo assist the pastoral-
ists in having this pest done away with, T
have heard a lot about the Esperance rail-
way and the cause of its heing delaved for
the time being. 1 think the Government is
perfeetly justified in stopping the work there
owing to their not having the rails to go on
with, and T think them right in appeinting
a Commission. The Liberal Government is
in the habit of dealing with conseientions
men and they have no doubt in their minds,
as some people seem to think, that the per-
sonnel of that Commission is biassed. T do
pot think that hon. members are acenstomed
to dealing with honest men, and they trust
them, apart from any personal interests, to
carry out their dufies in a straightforward
manner. With regard to Mr. Dempster, he
g a man who will give a fair and unbiassed
opimion, T eonsider thal this Commission
will do a lot of good. With regard to the
Agricultural Commission, my idea is that we
should have a permanent Commission witk
the Minister for Agrienlture as chairman.
an agricullural member from the Seuth-
West, one member from the wheat area.
a representative of the fruit inddstry,
aml  ome representing  the  pastoralisis.
It would zo a long way towards as-
sisling the Minister for Agriculture i
conneetion with a lot of the detailed proh-
lems he is called upon to deal with. This
Commission need not be a paid commission.
We can have an honorary commission, the
same as we have af the present time on the
Agricultural Board. This would cost the
country npolhing, and T think we could get
zood wen for such a commission wha would
he only too pleased and willing to give up
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iheir time 1o assist the Minister for Agricul-
ture in many of the impurtant matiers which
he has to deal with. I agree with the member
tor the Norili-West Province that the pas-
toral lands in the North shonld be classilied.
There is a iremendous lot of country there
at the present time lying idle that if there
wuere beiter facilities for getting stock to
markel would be taken up. The North-West
zhould he earrving hundreds of thousands of
sheep more than at the present time. I do
not quite agree that it will carry millions of!

sheep nore. but there is certainly room for

hondreds of theusands wore sheep, and in-
stead of the country lying idle, as it is, it
would be bringing in revenue to the eoun-

try if if were heing properly utilised.
There iz a tremendous area of  land
requiring  to be  opened up, and !

think before long this question of classifi-
cation should receive serious consideraiion.
Another matter which I would like to bring
forward is that of the poison plant in the
Eastern District. It is not in my Provinee,
but T am looking at the question from the
point of view of the whole of Western Aus-
tralia. I think the Government should devise
some means of eradicating the poison in 1he
Eastern Distriel, hecause we have thousands
of acres there infested with York Road and
Box poison. If we eould get some chemienl
to destroy the plant it would assist us very
greatly. If this could be done at a cost of
a thousand or two n year, it wonld be a very
greai benefit to lhe whole of Weslern Aus-
iralia. At the present time these lands
carry no sheep owing ‘o the poison plant.
In the South-West, which 1 am representing,
we have the limber areas and the tinfields
that require a lot of attention. The regula-
tions regarding the timber indusiry there
have been in force for years and are a great
mistake. We have timber cut down and ly-
ing there, not only destroying the present
tunber but logs which are cut are also wasled,
1 certainly think we should insist vpon these
logs being eat up. There has heen a lot said
ahout lhe amusement tax the Government
intend bringing in. I notice by (his mom-
ing’s papers that we are loo late again. This
seems to he a eommon thing. T notice that
the Commonwealth Government is bringing
in the same iax thal we are arranging to put
into operation in Western Australia and
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thereby rebbing us of one of Lhe weans or
raising revenue. There are a nwwber of
other maiters I eould speak ou, but 1 do not
desire to take up the time of the House as
new member. [ would, however, like to =av
a few words rezardiog the question of con-
seription. 1 am an ont and out conserij:-
tionist. I am very sorry it was not brouuht
in at the beginning of the war. We whn
have our sons and brothers at the war tind
that a number of them have hardly had a rest,
and it is only right that we should insist
upon Ihose who are able to go to do eir
share in the fight. There are thousands whe
have gone and inade a name for Aunstralia,
it 1 do think that Lhe people who are
here. more particularly in the ecity, should
he comyeliel to go and assist in this great
hattle ‘that = Leing fought at the prezent
Iine.

MESSAGE—LICENSING ACT AMEXND-
MENT ACT CONTINCATION,

Messuge received from the Legislative As-
sembly acequainiing the Couneil that i hail
passed the following resolution :—"That the
Licensing Aet Amendment Aet, 1914, shall
continue in operation for a further period ot
12 ealendar months from the 30th day of
September, 1916, that is to say, until the 30th
day of September, 19177

On motion by the COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY. a message was returned to the .As-
sombly acquainting then that the Couneil
had already passed a similar resolution.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Debate conlinued.

Ton. J. CORNELL (South) [6.3]: Be-
fore taking up the even tenor of my wav
and addressing the few remarks I have fo
offer on the Address-in-reply, 1 wish 1o pre-
gent to vou, Mr. President, my eongraiula-
tions on heing again in your place. I also
desire to extend congratulations to the new
members of (his Chamber. One cannot hut
he struck by the faet that in this House the
harvester Death has made considerable in-
roads. Since this session began we have
suffered the loss of another of our members:
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1 refer 1o the tate Hon. F. Connor. 1 had
not known the late member for a leng tiine
but [ learned to adinire and respect him,
and 1 will remember lis kindness to me
on my enlering this Chamber oas long
as 1 live. I desire also Mr. DPresi-
dent, to personally congratulate {he
hon, My, Colebateh on attaining to the
position lowards whieli he has worked so

lony and strenuously in this House. T con-
siatulate lim in a personal sense. He now

acenpies a position to which any man might
aspire, and a position whieh it is an honour
to any man to fill. 1 think it is the second
highest honour that could he conferred on
# member of Parlinmeni. [ am sure the
Jeader of the House will not be in any way
offended if, now that I am in opposition,
1, as a member of this House, proceed along
similar lines to those which ‘he himself
wlopted on the floor of this House pre-
viously. 1t may be neeessary, I think ir is.
to make a brief reference to the facts pre-
ceding the hon. member’s elevation into his
present office. The hon. Mr. Sandersen pui
the position in a nutshell last evening when
he said that the Liberals had cowme in on the
backs of the Country parvty. [ eannot he
accused of inconsistency in so far as the
Country parly is concerned. Sinee the day
the first menmber of that party enlered the
West Australian Farliament [ have ex-
pressed my opimion. I then characterised
the Country party as a new joint in the (ail
of the Liberals. The hon. Mr. Sanderson.
denling with this party last night, referred
to the Country party as having hecome the
backhone of the Liberal party. That is how
I regard that party, as the backbone of the
Liberals without whieh the Liberal party
could not stand up. When, later on, other
members of the party entered lhis House T
characterised the Country party as political
bushrangers; and if the manner in which
they persistently stick up the Liheral party
is not typical of bushranging methods in
polities, I do not know what is. [t has been
statedd by members in another place, and
alsa by the ex-Premier, that the eoncessions
made by the Liberals to the Country party
will rost the State £30.000 a yvear, Speak-
ing in another place last evening a gentle-
man for whom I have the highest admirn-
tion, a member of the Countrv parly. and

[COUNCLI]

tie ex-leader—) refer to Mr. James Gard-
iner—likened the attitude of the Country"
party to the attitnde of the Labour pavty
in 1901-2, away back in the days of the
James Government. The Heon, Mr. Kings-
mill was a wmenher of that Government.

Hon. W, Kingsmill: Of the Leake Gov-
ernment.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes, a wember of
the Leake Government. And [ think T am
correct in saying that there was no mone-
tary assistanee given by the Leake Govern-
ment to the Lahour members, no reduction
of railway rates, no concessions of any kind
for politieal support. [ give the Leake Gov-
ernment credit for having heen the first
CGovernment in Western Ausiralia te grant
the workers of this State a just measure of
conciliation and arbitration and for the pas-
sing of the Workmen's Compensation Act.

Member: Was not that passed before the
Leake Government?

Hon, J. CORNELL: It was given to the
workers by the Leake Goverument and it
embraced all the workers in the eommunity.
One may go through the records for many
years dwing which the Labour party sup-
ported the Government, and oue will not
find a single instance to show that any con-
cesston was given to Labour members for
services rendered exeept by way of legisla-
tion which made for the belterment of the
industrial conditions of the warkers. Com-

ing to later  histarv., and  refercing
to  the recent election at which it
was decided by the Labour party to
rurr  the late Premier against M.

Robinson, however muech Mr. Robinson may
have irousgressed the recognised rules of
political warfare lie ean be forgiven to some
extent, inasmuch a8 he stood to luse muel
persenally by the result of the election. And
I will give Mr. Robinson this eredit, that
his aititude throughoul the eampaign eom-
pared more than favourably, although le
had the most to lose, with the attitnde of
some of his colleagues. Tt is with extreme
regret thal 1 refer to this malter. When L
entered this Chamber | said that so lony
as [ remained a memher, 1 would say what
| Lad to =av on the Hoor of the House, T
have kept to that undertaking. Thring no
political campaign have [ ever said one word
against a political opponent that was in-
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teruled or caleulated in any way to disparage
him in the eves of the country or of his
fellow eitizens. During that campaign 1
heard the Hon. the Colenial Secretary, in
dealing witlh the power honse contract, en-
deavour to convey, and le did convey, the
impression ihat the Seaddan Government,
in letting the contract for the power house to
Merz and Mclellan, did so with the sole
intention of trading with a German firm.

The Colonial Seeretary: 1 never made any
such suggestion.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I heard you say it,
on mwre than one oceasion. You never once
referred to Merz and Melellan unless you
were asked by direct question; you referred
always to “Carl Merz, thal fine okl Anglo-
Saxon name.”’ Yet it is on veeord and is
an undisputed fact that Carl Merz is not
a German., Although his British ancestry
may not go so far back as that of the Hon.
the Colonial Secretary, his family Las heen
for at least three generations British born.
1 am not defending Merz, but am endeavour-
ing to show that the Colonial Secretary had
one object in view when he made the state-
ments he did, and that was to twist a wrong
interpretation into this contract business
during a strenuous time. His colleague, Mr.
George, went further, and has not publiely
contradiected the statements attributed to
him.  As a member of Parliament T feel
that I am demeaned in heing compelled to
associate with him after he has referred to
we s a German, He said, “those Trades
Hall Germans.” There are as true and loyal
suhjects amongst the workers at the Tratdes
Hall as the Hon. the Minister for Works
himselt, 1 suppose I should in a sense for-
give Mr, George beeanse lie is the type of
man who lived about the time of John Bun-
van. We know that at eertain periods there
is a reversion to a fype. I desirec now to
refer briefly to what the Government pro-
poses to do with the trading concerns. The
Government have told us they will do the
best possible, but they do not say whom it
is they will do the hest possible for. The
Premier has stated that the fanetions of a
Government are to govern. not to trade.
Without going over the whole of the ground
again, in my opinion private enterprise, as
against the united energies of the State, has
had its trial in this State; and what is the
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resulf?  The result to-day is that in 90 per
cent. of the instances in which the nation
has been called upon to supply the where-
withal to earry on this war, lhe State has
had to step in. As for the remaining percen-
tage, the private employer who is prepared
to do that will murder men in hiz endeavour
to secure profits.

Nilling suspended from 615 to 7.30 p.m.
Hon. J. CORNELL: Before tea 1 was re-
feming 1o the question of State trading
concerns and the poliey of the present Gov-
ernment s to their continuance. In making
refervuce to thuse concerns | said that in the
gizantie struggte in which practically the
whole of the ecivilised world is to-day en-
gaged the guestion of private enterprise
versns  colleetivism  bad heen subjected to
a severe test. It is wrilten that private en-
terprise in coping with the calls whieh the
strugele has made upon the nations con-
cerned has proved useless or utterly inade-
quate.  As a result 90 per cent. of the
material used by the whole of the belliger-
ents is produced by the collective effort of
the various mations. | also referred to the
fact that the remaining 10 per cent. of the
material was being produced by private en-
terprise. [ may have been a little beyond
the mark in my observation, just before tea,
with regard to this 10 per cent. I spoke of
the 10 per cenf. as eommitting murder. But
annonncaments  in the Press have proved
conclusively, even to the most biassed man.
that in connection with the 10 per eent.
left to private enlerprise to produce, even
the last vestige of respectability has de-
parted from some people. During a struggle
involving the future well-heing of mankind
we find some individuals stooping so low as
to bribe army inspectors for the plain pur-
pose of lining their own pockets. Mr. San-
derson, who is not at all times taken seri-
ously by some members of this Chamber, but
whom T can assure that T alwavs listen tn
him with interest, made a remark last nighl
—and what he said will enme true—to the
effect that this world war is going to make
for the elimination of things {hat are had,
and is going to he, after the final settlement.
a Faclor for good. No less a personage than
the British Seeretury of War said recent'y
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that Lreat. Britain ifself would never revert
to the conditions whiech existed before the
outbreak of war. I am as sure as that 1
stand here to-night, that in view of the ve-
sults achieved by private enterprise in the
liour of direst neecessity, in view of those
results as compared with what has been
achieved by collective patriotic effort, pri-
vate enterprise pales into utter insignifi-
cance both in our eyes and in the eyes of
future generations. It is recognised that the
only effort that could be wade is the united
eifort of a united people with one common
objeet.  The people of the British Empire
will never revert to the system of leaving
ereat enterprises in ihe hands of a few
monopolists, T say advisedly to the present
(iovernment, “Whatever can be done by an
individual can be done by a State, and
should be done by a State, und will be done
by a State”” I agree that the State trading
conceras lave not been all that might he de-
sived, bul I have had the courage to come out
into the open and say to those with whom
I am now associated, with whom I have
worked for years, and with whom I shail
probably continue for vears to work, that
unless thev are prepared to earn 10s. per
day in a State trading concern they eannot
expect to get 10s, per day out of that con-
ecern. I did not say that in Parliament—T
said it at a Labour congress. In the same
speech I satd there were faults on the other
side, and that one of the faults of the man-
agement of State trading concerns was that
the Government were endeavouring te run
a business enterprise on the same lines as a
titles effice, It must be recognised that the
Government when conducting State trading
concerns must have the power to dismiss,
and to dismiss even the hizhest. Otherwise
no State trading concern will ever he con-
ducted with business aecumen. However. I
have not vet lost faith in the great possibili-
ties of State trading concerns for the
collective community. One point in the
speech delivered by the leader of the House
which concerned me closely was a rveference
to workers’ homes, It has been said that
the present Government propose to amend
Parl ITI. of the Act, which part providas
for perpetual leasehold. I myself am the
possessor of a worker’s home under Part 111
of the Aet. The comparisons drawn by the
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leader of the House and other hon. members
between the working of the leasehold prin-
ciple on the one hand and the working of
the freehold prineiple on Lhe other hand
are not, in my opinion, fair comparisons.
If a man desires to ubtain a worker's liome
under Part 1V, of the Act, which deals with
the freehold prineciple, it means & total ex-
penditure of £G09, and the man must prae-
tically find £300 and the block of land upoen
whieh to build the house, That 1s to say,
he lias to find half the principal straight.
away. How many working men are there
in this eommunity fo-duy with £300 avail-
able? I never had that amount al one iime
in my life. But the working man with an
income of less than £400 per annnmn ean
obtain a house nnder the leasehold system
for a first payment of £5 Gs. When he las
paid that amount, his house is free from
the bailiff, and sacred against seizure for
debt. The loeality in which I live to-day,
West Subiaco, where the leaselold system
is widely prevalent, I venture to say can,
taken as a whole, compare more than fav-
ourably with any other residential locality
in the State as regards improvements
effected and as regards the calibre of the
honseholders. 1 have emphatically repre-
sented to the Workers’ Homes Board that
the leasehold system as administered to-day
is unjust, in as mueh as it doés not, owing
to ils incidence and application, encourage
lessees to work under it, for this reason:
that under the agreement with the Board—
assuming that T live to be as old as Methu-
selah and sueceed in paying off my louse—
I am not then free to dispose of the Lause
to any individual wlo is prepared in take
up the lease in perpetuity. As far back as
1894, in New South Wales Sir James Car-
ruthers passed an Aet for closer settlement,
which represented a similar scheme to our
workers’ homes; and the position in New
South Wales to-day is that a man can sell
to any buyer he can find so long as the
buver is prepared fo.take up the seller’s
obligations, Suppose a buyer came along
to me to-night and said, “Cornell, I will
give you £050; hand over your title, and
clear out,” I could not accept the offer;
for I must surrender to the Board. When
a man has paid for his house it should he-
come his own, and he should have the right
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to dispose of it te whow he pleases so long
as the purchaser is prepared to take over
the lease in perpetuity. I may be pardoned
if I refer to that bardy annual koown as
the Esperance railway. When entering this
Chamber I had hoped that one day I might
develop into a representative of the Coun-
iry party, or shall I say, a representative
of a farming eommunity. With the advent
of the present Government, however, my
hopes bave been shattered. I am not in a
position now to be inveigled into the devious
ways of those who represent the farmers.
I congratulate the Hon. Mr. Kingsmill, par-
ticularly for the manner in which he dealt
with the question of (be Fsperance Ratlway,
and 1 desire to say this publicly, as I have
already said it publicly, that # did not sur-
prise me when I read in the West Australian
that Mr. Frank Wilson was going to stop
the line, T expressed the opinicn, come what
may, that whenever the Wilson Government
came in (o power they would stop the con-
struetion of the Esperance Railway on the
merest subterfuge. There is no getting away
from the fact that the pronouncements and
reasons given for stopping the line, up lo
quite recently, were set out in Mr. Mann’s
repori—the presence of salt within the soil.
The most reecent utterance that it was stopped
for want of material is a new discovery.
As Mr. Kingsmill put it last evening, if it
were stopped for the want of material, why
a hoard or Royal Commission to inquire
into the quality of the land. There is the
answer, and T am surprised in a sense thai
some other hon. members of this Chamber
have not entered slronger protests or heen
more consistent on this question. On a sub-
ject on which Mr. Mann was eminently
qualified to spesk. and in conneclion with
which he pat in six or nine months of trav-
elling—the question of whisky, when he
framed regulations in an endeavour to get
a whisky that would not hurn the inside out
of a man, this House, after a speech by Mr.
Jenkins ecovering 33 pages of Hansard,
unanimously decided by thirteen votes
to four that Mr. Mann knew noth-
ing about whisky and disallowed his
regulations. Still, on the question of
Esperance soil, it is stated that Mr.
Mann knows ali about it. Tt is said that
Mr. Mann’s report was hidden or not made
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rrominent, Now if there was ever a rail-
way put through any Parliament in the
world thal had close serutiny, it was the
Esperance railway. [ saw in my first session
in this Chamber after the closing hour, four
railway Bills go through in four minutes.
In the case of the Ksperance Railway it was
introduced on about five gccasions into this
House before ihe Bill was carried. It is all
moonshine to say that iL was not closely
analysed. What concerns me most in ihe
aclion of the Giovernment in stopping the
Esperance line, is not the effect that it is
going to have en the immediate disiriet of
Esperance. Mr. Sutton, the Government
expert in agriculture, who, by the way,
would be welcomed back in New South Wales
to-morrow—they are sorry they ever lost him
—would not have anything to do with Mr.
Mano’s report. If the percentage of salt
in the Esperance soll is going to be detri-
mental from the peiut of view of wheat
growing, Mr. Sutton said that the same
would apply to the whole of the wheat belt
of Western Australia. By the same process
of reasoning the Government by its aection
in stopping this line have damned the Esper-
ance district, and damned the State as well,
hecause it there is one parlieular part of
Wesiern Australia that has commanded pub-
lie allention throughout the Eastern Siates
for twenty years it is the Esperance Dis-
trict, and recenlly in my sojourn in New
Sonth Wales, South Australia, and Victoria,
in the case of many farmers I met, 1he only
knowledge they had of Western Australia
was whal they had gleaned from the Fastern
newsparpers on the diseussion of the Esper-
ance land and the Esperance Railway. To
show how far this Government were pre-
pared to go, in my capacity as secretary of
the Ausiralian Labour Federation, when the
line was stopped suddenly, T telephoned the
Premier and asked him to reeeive a deputa-
lion, whereby ways and means could be con-
sidered of keeping the workmen employed
there for a fortnight until the boat arrived in
order to obiain means of sustenance, and he
declined to receive the deputation. So much
for the Esperance Railway. I just want to
briefly refer to the redistribution of seats
outlined by the leader of the House. I
think Mr. Sanderson has stated the question
fairly. Whether a Commission first of =l
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fixes the quota or not this Fouse must deal
with if. Parliament itself must deal with
it. I think the first point, subsequent to the
appoiniment of the Commission shouid be
on the lines laid down in the late Seaddan
Government’s Bill. Let Parliament decide
the quota, and on that basis the quota shall
be fixed, and when that is done you do not
want any Commission. The electoral officers
ean advise the Slate without the aid of any
Commission. I will support Mr. Sanderson
even on lhe gueslion of proportional repre-
sentation. ‘The first basis you must start
from, even if it is impossible to get it in
this House, but in another place, is the basis
of one vole one value, and the best possible
manner of obtaining expression of that is
laid down in the proportional system, If
you depart from the basis of one vote one
value, I lhink there are only three points
that come into consideration why it should
be reduced: one is dislance from the eapital,
the other js searcily of population, and the
third, the size of the electorate. I sincerely
trust that whatever Bill the Government may
introduce on the question of redislribution
that it will be on those lines, and that we
will not have the anomaly that exists to-day
of an cleciorate like Northam with a quota
of 2,400, distant about 60 miles from the
capital, as against Brownhill-Ivanhoe, Boul-
der, and Kalgoorlie with a quota of 5,000,
distant 386 miles from the seat of Govern-
ment. I am prepared to support a Bill on
these lines. T recognise that there must be a
redistribution, and I wilt appreach it with an
open mind. I say that when the party with
which I am associated do not command a
majority of the electors in the eountiry, Lhey
have nu right to sit on the Treasury bench.
I have said it repeatedly ounfside, that the
basis of representation should be sacred in
the eyes of all parliamentarians, and repre-
sentation as just as possible in the inferests
of politics. On ihe question of unifieation T
agree with }r. Sanderson again. Recently,
when in the Eastern States, T came into con-
taet with some of the Queensland and West
Ausiralian Senators, and they were of the
same opinion as myself, that while fhe Fed-
eral Parliament is constituted as it is lhese
two Staies—destined fo be the greatest
States in the Commonwealth-—must take a
back seat. It is heyond amplification that
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the poliey in the two largest States is work-
ing in that direction to-day. 1 thivk il is
almost impossible that good government can
be administered in Weslern Australia, owing
to the vast area which we cover, as the State
is eonstituted to-day. 1 also expressed this
opimion at the Kalgoorlie conference, and
my vote to-morrow would ge in the directien
of dividing Western Austraha into three
Stales, The day is fast approaching when
I can see nothing else for it but unification.
On {he question of taxalion alone, what is
left for ihe State to tax? It is said that
the Federal Parliament is nsurping this. Any-
one who has read the thirly-nine Articles of
the Constitution knows the Federal Parlia-
ment is giving effect fo the powers handed
over to it by the State. We even find on
reading this morning’s paper that the only-
new direction in which the State Govern-
ment is going to depart in the way of fresh
Laxation, has been taken over by the Com-
monwealth. They have the functions and the
power, and they will do it. That is explained
to-day in the dual work that is carried
on by the State and Federal departments.
If some economy were effected in this diree-
tion I say that the consequent benefit Lo the
Stale would be of immense value and make
for less taxalion. The inevitable trend of
the ¥ederal Government is in the direction
of unifieation, and however mueh hon. mem-
bers may dislike it they will have to face it
in the foture. After many years in publie
life in Western Australia, in a humble eap-
acity, and in a high capaecity, T think from
my experience of the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment that Western Australia is in greater
danger in the hands of its own representa-
fives than at the hands of representatives in
the Federal Parliament.

Hon, . P. Baxter: You are speaking for
your own party now.

Hon. J. CORNELL: T am not speaking
for my own party, I am speaking for Aus-
tralia. Tt is singular that three persons of
three such different types as Sir William
Irvine, Mr. Sanderson and myself shonld
agree on this question. It is evidently a case
of great minds thinking alike. It would be
only right for me this evening to make
some reference to the mining industry. 1T
notice that the Minister for Mines proposes
calling a conference on this industry. I
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thonght that the Unionists were the only
people who wen{ in for conferences in order
to dodge strikes. Evidently, the Minister
for Mines is prepared to do likewise
in order to shirk his responsibilities. This
couference, it seems to me, will be largely
composed of what the hon. Mr. Collier has
said the prospectors and leaseholders’ con-
ference was composed, publicans. If the
Government is genuninely desirous of doing
something for the mining industry, one di-
rection in which assistance is most neces-
sary is in exploratory work. If it be the
desire of the Government to assist the min-
ing industry, I would rccommend the ap-
pointment of a Commission, and that we
should get appoinfed to that commission
men who know something about the subjeet.
I know two men than whom there are none
better fitted in the State to act as commis-
sioners—even though the Minister for Mines
himself were ebairman—than the laie Min-
ister for Mines (Mr. Collier) and Mr. Me-
Leod, manager for Bewick, Moreing & Co.
Of the mining men in Western Ausiralia
associaled with the Chamber of Mines com-
mend me to Mr. McLeod, who is a brainy
man and is one of the best and most capable
managers on the block. We would then
have a commission representative of the
wage earners and also the interests of the
wage payers. To eall a econference is
only playing with this question. 1
would suggest also thai Mr. Montgomery
(State Mining Engineer) be appointed. If
there be one industry which has done much
for Western Australia and which will eon-
tinne to do much in the future for the State,
it is the mining industey. And yet we pro-
pose to call a conference! Another matier
of importance to the mining eommunity is
the introduction .of amended regulations
under which the miners work underground.
Since 1906 there has only been one slight
amendment of the JMines Regulation
Aet, provision for the appointment of
check inspectors, Beyond that there has
not been a single amendment of the
laws under which the miner earns his
daily bread, despite the fact that in the
meantime the mines have gone down from
a depth of 1,200 feet to 3,500 feet. 1 c¢laim
the sopport on this question of Mr. Bax-
ter, who is an old miner. I also claim the
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sipport of the new member, My, Greig, who
was a familar figure on the Boulder 15
vears ago; and I take tbis opportunity now
of eongratulating him on his election to this
House. Although I may at times offer some
drastic remarks in regard to farmers, hon.
members will I think de me this ¢redit that
whenever the matter under discussion has
been an Industries Assistanee Bill or any
mialter brought forward in the farmer’s in-
terests, I have never objected or said a hard
word against it. Times out of number in
this House endeavours have been made to
give the working miners of the State de-
cent regulations governing their employ-
went. The Hon, the Colonial Secretary has
referred to what hie terms the inconsistency
of the Labour party. I desire now to refer
to an instance of incomsistency on the part
of the Colonial Secretary. We have been
told it is proposed by the Government to in-
troduce a Bill for the suppression of sireet
betting and the abolition of the bookmaker.
We are told that it is recognised the law
in regard to street betting is a dead letier,
and that it is thought that the countrol in
this matter wonld be better placed with the
State Government than in the hands of the
local anthorities. This decision was appar-
ently come to as a result of the report made
by the Select Committee appointed last
vear to deal with the matter of control of
racing. In speaking on that report, and
dealing with the question of abolition of
the bookmaker, the present Colonial Seere-
tary delivered himself as follows:—-The re-
marks will be found in the 1915 Hansard
page 1923, Select Committee’s Report, Con-
trol of Racing—

I have this suggestion to offer, that
the (Government should apply the law of
the land as it stands, and if they de so
most of the trouble will guickly disap-
pear. Betting by the bookmakers on race-
ronrses is illegal.

Again he said—

Let it be the poliey of the Government
in the future, and partienlarly at the pre-
sent crisis, to enforee this law—enforee it
on every raececourse in the State-—~pro-
hibit bookmaking and carry out the law
as it stands and also confine the use of
the totalisator to bona fide amateur clubs
in accordanee with the law as it stands.
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If these two things are done, I am sure

a great deal more wounld be accomplished

than by giving effect to the detailed pro-

posals contained in the report of this

joint seleet committee,
When Mr. Colebateh said that he was a
critic; to-day he is more than a eritie, he is
a builder. He proposes now, or at least his
Government proposes, to introduce a mea-
sure of a nature which he last year said was
not neecessary.

The Colonial Secrelary interjected.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Your own words
have been quoted—you then said that the
law of the Siate was sufficient. It seems
only fitting on the occasion of the greatest
erisis recorded in the history of mankind
that public men should express their opinions
on a question which is agitating the minds
of the people not only of Western Australia
but of the whole of Australia to-day. 1
refer to the question of compulsory service
overseas, It has staggered me at times to
find public men dealing with this question as
though it were a simple one. I want to re-
mind members that I brought this question
before this House last session by moving a
motion opposing conseription of human life.
Although T have been an anti-conscriptionist
all my life, more than nine months ago I
came to the conclusion that in our existing
cireumstancey compulsory service is the right
thing. I came to that conclusion by the pro-
cess of reasoning, because I realised that the
voluntary system was reminiscent of all that
was bad in history. Of those who volun-
teered, in 95 per cent. of the cases they had
no other option than to do so. Afier the
first glamour of the war had passed, we
found that a big percentage of the gallant
lads who volunteered did so to better them-
selves or were foreed to volunteer. Through-
out our Government serviece men are to-day
being asked the question why they are not
at Blackboy Hill. T say, let us have an
eqnitable system. The responsibility of
citizenship and the responsibility of nation-
hood and of freedom ealls for the same saeri-
fice from men with money as froin men with-
out money. The man with money should he
prepared to give his life together with his
moneyv as cheerfully as the man who gives
his all when he gives bis life.  That was
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what convinced me. If compulsory service 18
a necessity within the Commonwealth, I can-

‘not see there should be any difference in the

necessity for compulsory service outside.
The objection has been raised that when the
Defence Act was under discussion the inten-
tion was to provide for the defence of the
Commonwealth. I say that the destinies of
Australia will be shaped on the blood-stained
battle-fields of Europe. That is where Aus-
tralia has to be defended. Someone bas
made reference to the fact that politics make
strange bed-fellows; but in roy opinion war
makes yet stranger bed-fellows than polities.
After 25 years’ eonnection with the Labour
movement I find myself to-day speaking on
the same lines on this question as many men
to whom I have been opposed over the whole
of those 25 years. I am perfeetly satisfied
that those men who have been my opponenis
covering that long period are as sincere in
Lheir opinions as I am, and they have heen
brought to favouring conseription by the
same process of reasoning as I have. I have
had to ask myself a question. I have pub-
licly announeced that in foul weather, as in
fair, T will support the Prime Minister. Bat
T have to ask myself whether T can associate
myself in that suppert with some who are
prepared to adopt the axiom of patriotism
laid down by Dr. Johnson, that it is the last
refuge of a scoundrel. I answer that I ean-
net.  Could T stand on the platform with
members of the Weld Clnb and say to the
andience, “I stand side by side with my
fellow patriots”?

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: The Weld Club
was a haven of refuge for Don Cameron.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Circumstances alter
cases. In this most trying period—IT would
forgive them if it were in normal times—
when the galaxy of the land are prepared
to assemble at the Weld Club and be waited
upon by celestials whom they even provide
with a joss-house—ean [ associate myself
with that galaxy? T cannot and will not do
it. T shall support the Prime Minister even
if I have to plough a lonely furrow. Yet
another seetion are supporting the Prime
Minister; but how$ The Prime Minister
made a publie declaration that if necessary
—and he says it is necessary—human life
would have to play its part in this great
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contlict. But he added that if human life
played its part wealth would have 1o make
similar sacrifices. But we tind men, Aus-
tralian born, Australian public men, one of
them in the national Parliament and a sup-
porter ot the PPrime lMinister's policy, sub-
seribing o the manitesto read last evening in
another place. The Colonial Secretary smiles.
Sir Jolin Forrest’s name is appended to that
manifesto, I do not wish lo weary hon.
members by reading the document, The
public can read it as printed in to-day's
West Australion veport of Mr. Hudson's
speech, word for word.  That manifesto
had its origin in a resolution carried by the
august hody of whieh I am seeretary, and
whieh veccasionally, as Titus Lander would
say, has put the boot into me. That bedy,
as far back as last April, earried a resolu-
tion demanding conseription of wealth.
These three signatories to the manifeste, M.
Septinus Burt, Sir Joln Forrest, and Mr.
. T. Loton, have each guaranteed £100 a
vear over a eriod of (hree years for the
purpose of fighting the conseription of
wealth advoented by the Prime Minister.

* The (olonial Secretarv: The Prime JMin-
ister does not adveeate the conscription of
wealth.

Hon. J. CORNELI.: Taxation will do me,
and that is conseription of wealth. Had the
ihree gentlemen in question issued their
manifesto hard upon the earrying of (he
resolntion T have alluded lo by the hody of
which T am sceretary. there would have heen
somethine in it. Bt the manifesto is daled
Perth. 22nd Auguost, 1916--at least three
weeks after the Prime Minister had ublicly
declared that the manhood of Australia
would have to throw off swaddling clothes
andl put on the toga and bear their part in
the grent struggle beyend our shores. Tn the
same breath Mr. Hughes said thal wealth
would have to play its part. Yet here we find
three men deelaring that, whilst life must
hear its part, wealth will intrigue to eseape
taxation. There is n ray of sunshine even
as regards the three who have attached their
nanies to ihat manifesto. TIf there is one
thing T revere in this world it is old are,
and these three men have rendered good
zervice ta the State. What they are doing
at the present juncture proves conclusively
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to all right-thinking men and women that
the three have oul-lived (heir usefulness as
public men. Let us give lhem the bencefit of
the doubt by saying that they did nof' realise
the great wrong they were doing. I lLope
that Australia on the 2Sth Qectober will
speak in no uneertain voice one way or the
other, for or againsi conscription, In the
interim T trust every faeilitv possible will
he gronted to those who oppose as well as
to thoze who suppzort the Prime Minister's
proposal.  The vimost freedomn of speech
should be granted to both sides to enunciate
their views on Lhis vitally important rues-
tion, o long as lhe rules of decency, de-
corom. and toleration are observed. 1 have
lieard a eonseriptionist sav that anti-con-
seriptionisls shounld be thrown into the river,
should be lynched. But you, Mr. President,
being n student of history, are aware that
all the privilezes which we enjoy, and all
our free inslitutions, were built up on saeri-
fices made hy n few individuals, In ihis
great war, whieh will alter the course of the
listory of (he civilised world in all its rami-
fiealions, the things we are fighting for are
freedom of thought and freedom of action,
and the preservation of small nations. As
a member of a big nation fighting the battle
of small nations, T say that the conseription-
ists, even though they he in a ten fo one
majority, ought {o exhibil toleration and
allow the other side to be heard.

Hon. V. ITAMERSLEY (East) [8.23] :
As von, Mr. President, are aware, owing fo
& strenuous campaign 1 am somewhat late in
offering to vou the congratulations, which I
shonld have been pleased to render at a
much earlier date, on vour return to this
House. and also an expression of my ap-
preciation of the fact that you still oceupy,
as T hope you will for many years to come,
vour honourable position as President. My
election campaign reminded me somewhat of
an ordeal through which T passed some
vears ago, when, owing to mishaps, T was
burnt out twice in the conrse of one year.
A bush fire swept through my country in
March, and again hefore the year was out.
Tt seemed te me that T was passing through
a similar ordeal when I had to face two elee-
tions in (he one vear. Accordingly, I have
muel pleasure in  congratulating  brother
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members who got back to this Chamber
withont undergoing such a trial. T am highly
pleased to congratulate Mr. Colebatch upon
being elevated to the position in which he
finds himself. At the same time, however,
1 sympathise with our late leader, Mr. Drew,
and with ihe late honorary Minister, Mr.
Dodd. Mr, Colebatch will always receive
from me that loyal support which most hon.
members invariably give to the leader of this
Chamber. During the period I was debarred
from attending here, ile change of Govern-
ment has taken place. Personally, I think
ihe country is to be congratulated on the fact
that the change has come about. Ever since
that change 1 have felt, from the announce-
menlts made by the new Government, that we
shall have an opportunity of getiing back
to something like a sound system of ad-
ministration. 1n the announeement of Mimi-
sters with regard lo State trading concerns
generally, we have an assurance that the
community witl be safe from undue inter-
ference with trading affairs, that Western
Australia will revert to the system which
has always promoted the welfare of the
Brilish race. Wherever we find a British
community, we find open competition pre-
vailing amongst the varions traders; and this
produces far bhetter results than when the
Government endeavour to conirol the whole
of the affairs of the country on a socialistie
bagis. It seems to me that in eonnection
with the businesses which our Government
have heen trying to run, it is almost im-
possible for those in charge to get the best
resulis. In our private eapacities, in ouny
own businesses, we find that the same thing
oblains. Tt is very hard indeed to get an
employee to control one's affairs in the same
way as one controls them oneself, because
the employee has not the same direcl incen-
tive as has the aetual owner, whose personal
snecess depends upon the suecess of his busi-
ness. In most State concerns everyhody's
business is nobody’s business,  Naturally,
when the Government try to run such a con-
cern, they are outclassed at every point by
the private trader. The (Government have
definitely announced that there is to be equal
opportunity for everyone in the State, that
they will do away with the system under
which special work is conserved for speeial
sections of the community. There is nothing
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more detrimental to the building up of a
eountry than the keeping of special work
for the special benefit of one class. We have
found a general slowing down amongst the
public serviee in recent years, and this has
been largely due to the departure made from
the old established principle of equal op-
portunity for all. Reference has been made
this evening to the charges on certain of our
railways, and it was said that those charges
on new railways have been found necessary
owing to the heavy cost of construetion. The
new Government were lwitted wilh baving
abolished those special charges. The exees-
sive cost of construction which induced the
Lahour Government to revert to those cxtra
charges was due te tardy progress in conse-
quence of the slowing down movement. But
it was unfair on the part of the Labour
Grovernment to seek to get back some of the
increased cost by adding to the freight
charges.  l'o my personal knowledge the
construction of a certain railway, only 15
miles in length, has been going on for iwo
years, and those extra charges have been im-
posed upon the local community during the
whole of that time. That is only one instanee
of many. If the Government find that the
consiruction of various railways has been
delayed and its cost increased as the result
of the slowing down process, T think it only
right that they should remove those ‘in-
ereased freight charges. In regard to the
suggestion that many of these country rail-
ways are not paying proposilions, it is small
wonder if that is so, because of the heavy
cost of eonstruclion, due to the setiing up
of arlificial eonditions. QOne Government-
controlled concern has fo try to holster it-
gelf up npon another, and that other be-
comes o parasite on a third State trading
concern, making it neeessary to impose fur-
fher charges upon our railways. Again, the
cost of consiruction of railways has been
largely inereased through the use of speci-
ally treated karri sleepers. From £170 to
£200 per mile extra cost has thus been
foisted upon railway econstruction. If in-
quiry were made it wounld be found that the
working eost of the whole of our public
service has inereased. I claim that the sup-
port given to one or another industry is not
to be ganged by the amount of money put
into it. Certainly in recent years there has



[28 SeprEumBER, 1916.]

been a general squandering of money aill
round, The support given to an industry
can hest be gauged by the results attained.
Lalely the results have not been anything
like proporiionate to the amount of money
expended. I do mot agree that we have had
the best results from the enormous amount
of money spent in the fostering of the agri-
cultural industry. I firmly believe that that
industry is destined io be of enormous benc-
fit to the State. A very large amount of
support is still necessary to that indusiry,
but it requires to be better directed. I agree
that there has been a preat deal of misun-
derstanding in connecction with a lot of the
support given to the industry, owing to
undue centralisation, and I can congratn-
late the present Government on having
already put their fingers on the spot, through
the Industries Assistance Board, in decid-
ing on a greater measure of decentralisation
in regard to the administration of that de-
partment alone. The money expended in
ihe eastern areas eonld have been expended
to very much better advantage with more
careful loeal administration. There are in
those eastern districts men deserving of very
great help indeed, but who through their own
modesty and nervousness did not make the

overtures io the ‘Theard which they
were entitled to do, and who in many
other instances did not get whai they

applied for. On the other hand there
is no doubt that through centralisa-
tion and an absence of loeal knowledge
on the part of the board, many men received
more than they should, and in nomerous
cases I am afraid the Stale will not get the
money hack again or even i(he benefils that
were expected from the allocation of the
money. But, on the whole, our agrienltural
industry is a magnificent one. We have
splendid agrieulfural areas and a splendid
class of settlers upon them. Last year's
erop merely showed the wide possibilities
of those eastern areas. TVith a minireum of
labour enormous results are to be oblained.
I bave seen magnificent crops realised by
very few hands indeed, and I know numbers
of bard working settlers with children able
to aitend to the terms. who have secured
magnificent results. The new railways are
going to show the benefit of the work
done by the Government in the past,
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and also by the present Government,
who have a more ready grip of the subject
than  had their immediate predecessors.
1t is very necessary, and I am sure the Gov-
ernment realise it, that in all the encourage-
ment they can give ihese settlers they have
to take into consideration the difficulties and
trials some of these people are put to with
regard to the railway freights and fares.
The Government have already given them a
concession, and it was not because they were
driven to it hy any amalgamalion with the
Country party. 1t hos, I am quite satisfied,
always heen the policy of the present Gov-
ernment, Tt was their policy vears ago and
it is their policy lo-day. They have taken the
first opportunity of putiing it into effcet, and
have accordingly reduced, as far as possible,
the freights on fertilisers. It is a recognised
prin¢iple, and has been clamoured for by the
settlers for many years past. It is a reeog-
nise:l principle upon the American raibways,
which are privately owned. It is recognised
by their managers that it pays them to do
fhis. It is a business proposition to run fer-
tilisers out to the farmers free, beeause the
more fertilisers the farmers make use of the
greater the harvest that will have {o be
reaped, and the greater lhe amount of re-
turn in the way of loading that will be the
portion of the railway company which grants
this concession. “The same thing applies to
this State. We, fortunately, here need not use
a great proportion of fertiliser, The lands
we have here seem fo respond most admir-
ably to only one fertiliser. In some countries
it is necessary to uxe more than one. But
here the particular fertiliser used is phos-
phates. Tt has always seemed to me that
it is far better that the Government should
send the ferliliser to those farmers, even at
under cost price of freight, becanse the dif-
ference in the price of the freight to the
farmers is of the utmost importance. I am
extremely glad that the Government have
given the rebate which was promised by the
Liberal party should they come into office. T
am satisfled that the State will realise henefit
from this from the faet of their having a
greater quantity of fertiliser used. It has
struck me as being extraordinary the differ-
ence hetween the fares paid by people in the
country distriets and those paid by people in
the metropolitan area. I have not been able
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to satisfy mysell why it is that anywhere in
the metropolitan area anyone travelling on
our railways within a radius of 12 miles has
lis fure on a different ratio to those paid in
the whole of the country distriets, Tt scems
tu me rather an anowmaly, because the whole
of tie people in the metropolitan area must
realise that if the inland distriets, including
the goldfields, the coal distriets, the timber
areas and lhe eastern agricultural belt, fail,
then the metropolitan area must fail also. It
is extraordinary that {hese fares in the met-
ropolitan area should be so much less than
they are in the oulside distriets. For instance
anyone travelling within the metropolitan
area on a first class single fare for 12 miles
pays Is. 3d, hot anywhere in the country
distrirts for the same distance he has to pay
-j‘:.

Hon. J. A, Greig: Shame!

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: On a second-
class fare in the meropolitan area over that
distance it is 9d., hut for the same distance
in the ecountry it is 1s. 3d., 6d. more than it
is in the metropolitan area. ¥or the return
journey over a distanece of 12 miles one pays
2s. and in the country distriets it is 3s. For
a second elass return ticket for the same dis-
fance in the metropolitan area one pays ls.,
hut in the conntry distriets one pays 1s. 10d.
for the same service. Tt is hardly the same
service, bevause one mvariably finds that the
serviee In the counirv distriets is not the
same as it is in the metropolitan area, Here
within the radius of the metropolitan area,
one can get one’s trains every half hour. Tt
is always a very much better elass of ser-
vice. The earriages at night are lighted with
vlectrieity, but when travelling on outback
lines one generally gets an ill-lighted ecar-
riage. The Railway Depariment may be
eredited, however, with the fact that they
have a splendid system of lighting on some
of the country railway carriages, but other
carriages are anything but well lighted. In
many of the centres we find that a fellow
in the conntry districts has often to take one
of these obsolete earriages, and he feels hav-
ing to pay a higher rate for the convenience
of travelling than the man in the metropoli-
tan area has to pay under very mnch better
conditions. There is no doubt that some-
thing has gone wrong. I am inelined to
think that this is dune Lo the slowing down
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process in some cenires. Some of our ser-
vices in the country districts are not what
they ought to be. Whether the cost of the
railway service gencrally has gone up or not,
1 do nol know. T am salisfied that the coun-
try has progressed {remendously to what it
was a few years ago, In my own locality the
train service is to-day infinitely worse than
it was 25 years ago, but the district has pro-
gressed, and pavtientorly is this reversion of
things applicable when one considers that the
distriet is a good fruit growing district. We
find that people have been induced to pro-
duce fruit of various descriptions, knowing
that they were near to the markels of ihe
State, were right in toueh with the main line
to the goldfields, and that they had a market
almost at their doors, but they find that ow-
ing to this gradual deterioration in the ser-
viee many of them are unable to get rid of
what they produce, and though they pro-
duce fruit equally as well as any other coun-
try in (he world they cannot get their fruit
to the market. I do not know whether this
state of affairs is due to mis-management or
to a lack of appreciation of the faet that
unless these pecple are allowed to market
their soft fruits, in particular, it is hopeless
to expeet them to go on producing it. It
has had the effeet of deterring many men
who intended going in for fruit eultivation
on a larger seale. 1 have known of some men
grubbing up ibeir trees because they will
not trouble to go on producing fruit, when
the train service will not take it along to the
market whieh they had specially grown that
fruit to reach., This is a malter which un-
doubtedly, T think, wants locking into. The
Government have been right in appointing a
Cemmission to inguire into these agricul-
tural nuestions. People have taken the Gov-
ernment to task for appointing this Commis-
sion to inquire into agricultural matters gen-
erally, T think from time to time we do want
an inquity of this nature. It strengthens the
hands of members in eoming into the House.
We naturally perhaps, are inelined to hoost
our own particular centres, but a Commis-
sion which is appointed to look into these
questions throughout the length and breadth
of the State will, perhaps, receive a greater
amount of appreciation from people who are
likely to be settlers here. The Commission
which would inquire into these guestions all
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over the State would not be blamed for hav-
ing any particular bias, 1 think that, al-
though some remarks have been made with

regard to the nominees on that Comumission,
we should have the greatest faith in them.
1 think the eloice bas been a wise one. We
have on the Agrieultural Commission mem-
bers who have been associated with the
affairs of Western Australia for a number
of wvears. They are acquainted with the
whole of the conditiorn ot affairs. They are
fully acquainted with the State and have
been largely cngaged in production in West-
ern Ausiralia ol every deseription. .Amougst
them are senllemen who have been engaged
in wheat growing and in producing stock,
and tle welfare of the dairying and the
fruil-growing industries is also safeguarded.
When one considers the names of such gen-
ilemen a: Mr. Giles, of the firm of Elder,
Shenton, and Co., Mr. Clarkson, Mr. Venn,
and Mr. Paynfer, one sees that they are men
who are well known throughout this State
and are favourably known in the agricultural
areag. | am quite satislied that they will he
able to look into questions such as the link-
ing up of railways in orvder lo give the hest
service lo the eommunity which they are in-
tended to benefit, They certainly want link-
ing up, and we wani those in charge of the
railways to vealise that these lines were not
altogether builli for the henefit of the rail-
way service and its officials, but for the ser-
vice of the people of this country and for
the building up of the varions industries. If
we couid only link up those T certainly think
a great deal of zood wonld he done. In that
direction we will probably get some very
heneficial results from the Commission. In
the same way they will be able to inguire
into some of gur port difficulties. We rea-
lise that at our ports. possibly due to the
system in vogue of recent vears, there has
heen a {endency to slow down, and when we
see snch episodes as that which oceurred at
Fremantle, where the men refused to work
even though they may have been getting a
matter of something like 7s. an hour, these
are bound io bring diseredit on the good
name of Australia generally, and it is small
wonder that vessels do not care to coms here
from the outside world. We want those men
who handle our produce at the poris to rea-
lise that they have to link up with the people
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of the inland areas. It is as much to their
terest to help tv get our produce away
Irom Lhis country as it is to the man inland
1o produce it. These people must realise
that we all have to work together. When we
find thal there is a tendency for men to
allow ships Lo leave our ports with space un-
tilled, when it is almost impessible for us
to find freighl enough for the produce which
is on our shores, something wants to be altered
in evnneclion with the handling of the vessels
at the ports. 1t is a well known faect that in
these serivus times when freight is so scaree,
men have refused to load vessels and fill the
spuce thai bas been available. Such a state of
aifairs is deplorable. The (Government have
announced that they are in favour of the bulk
handling of wheat. [ have always been an
alvocate of the bulk handling of wheat, and
veurs ago here | spoke in that direction. L
was twitted with the faet that there would
not be ships coming lere to handle our wheai
in bulk, that they were not fitled up, and it
was on that oceasion I said that it seemed
to me that if we produeed anything there
would soon be ships or arrangements maide to
handle our wheat in bulk. I am satisfied
there would be no difficulty whatever in send-
ing our wheat away under the bulk system.
Without considering any of the other States
of Australia, there would he an enormous
saving of bags in our own State which
would be reallv worth while, I know this
question has become a live one in the Eastern
Stafes and there is a general feeling there
that the bulk handling system slould be
brought into operation. There will be big
vested interests for us to fighi in connection
with the matter, and T suppose it is those
who are in receipt of good pay at our ports
that the opposition will come from, those
who have been in the habit of handling enor-
mous quantities of bags which have been im-
ported, in addition to the stevedores and
others. When we can handle the wheat so
that we ean send it to the seaboard by
cheaper methods and save Lhe settlers in our
easlern greas the enormous waste that takes
place every year in connection with jutes,
there is no doubt it will help to make
the lot of the man on the land much hetter.
The farmers will have more money to spend
on the development of their areas, and the
people of the metropolitan area also will



356

benefit. With regard to the Esperance rail-
way, I do not wish to say much abont it, ex-
cept that I was always opposed to the con-
struction of that line, not because I c¢on-
sidered the land there was not worthy of a
roilway. It never seemed to me that we
were justified in spending a Jarge sum of
money in the coostruction of a line while we
liad a number of settlers in those areas closer
to the more populated centres engaged in
~ Parming operations who had already pro-
dueed wheat and had no means of moving it.
1 argued that when we had developed and
dealt with those areas already seitled, then
if we had the money, it would be time enongh
to proeeed with the Esperance line, always
remembering that in early expressed opin-
ions, Mr. Paterson, in partienlar, satd that
before anyihing was done with the Esperance
country experimenis should be earried out
down there to prove what the land would
grow, and what results were likely to be ob-
tained. So far as tlie settlers who first went
down there are concerned, they did not go
there under the promise that a railway would
he built; they were never promised a railway.
The enrly settlers who went to Grass Patch
and sturted farming there never anticipated
that a roilway would be constructed. They
merely went Lhere beeause they saw the pos-
sibility of a market in the then newly dis-
eovered Duandas goldfield. They knew that
they could find a market at Dundas for their
farm produets and that goldfield was within
easy dislance of their arens. That was the
inducement those farvmers had to go to
Grass atch, and it is idle to say that they
have been waiting for a railway to Esper-
ance. As a matter of fael such a roilway
would be of very little use to them. The
one greal ifea was not to hold out any pro-
mise that a rallway should he built down
there. 1 am not guite satisfied that n great
deal of pood could be done to this State if
some hetler arrangement were entered into
with the Federal anthorities in connection
with the linking up of all the different
departments  we  have throughout the
length  and  breadth of this State,
partieutarly  the  departments  control-
ling the telegraphs and telephones. 1In
this direction T disagree with Mr. Sander-
son’s views on the qguestion of unification.
When we were a Crown colony we had

[COUNCIL.]

enough of that kind of thing, and we par-
tially teturned to that state of affairs when

we joined the Federalion. If now we adopt
unification we will go back again to the old
order of things which we struggled so hard
to get away from, and that is control from
a distant centre. The guestion of linking
up the agricultural communities by tele-
plione and the enormous cost that seems io
be attached to it, as well as the obstaeles
that seem to be put in the way of the sefilers,
leads me to believe there is something wrong.
1f the Commonwealth cannot do better than
that, it is not wise for us to consider.the
advisableness of handing over to them any
more power than we can help. If we allow
ihem to luke and econfrol everytling from
Aelbourne or Canberra, what may we expect
when they have shown their inability to deal
satisfaclorily with a small but imporlant
matter aifecting the weltfare of the agricul-
toral vommunity, Tn all this pioneering
work, whether it be on the goldfields, in
the far northern areas, or in the agricultural
centres, those are the prineipal directions in
which any CGovernment must give their af-
tention. The healthy- life the people lead
bids fair 1o bring ap a strong, stalwart, and
virile race. The Government should give
forther attention to those parts of the State
which we are looking to to produce wealth
for export from our shores required to pay
the interest on, and help to find, the enor-
nious sums being raised, and to be raised
in the near future, to earry on this war.
Tnereased population is very necessary. It
is appalling to anyone who travels the coun-
try—and 1 have travelled around my dis-
triet, which is a very large one, 2 good deal
during the past 12 months—to see the enor-
mous decrease in setflement which has taken
place owing to so many of the men in the
back areas having gone to the Front. There
has been a great depletion of the young men
who were doing noble work in our baek
areas.  While it is ingpiriting that they
have gone to fight for us, it is a fact that
they are of the right stamp required to add
to the productiveness of Australia. With
regard to the referendum on the liquor ques-
tion which is suggested to be held shortly,
I hold the view that this House took the
right acfion last ycar when we took the
matter in our own hands and dealt with it
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rather than allow it to go to a referendum

which was proposed td be held six months
afterwards. 1n that case, ratber than leave
ihe question to a referendun to be taken
six months alter the Bill had been passed,
Parliament took the responsibility of abler-
ing the hours at which hotel bars should
close. On that action I voted in favour of
the 9 to 9 measure. I am disappoinied that
the advocates for reduclion have not been
salisfied to aceept a continnance of that
law. Theyv seem to overlook the faet that
by continually tinkering with the liquor laws
they are likely to do more harm than
good. 1f they sueceed in reducing the
hours to any extent they will probably
ingrease the diflicullies of the authorities
who have to administer these matters.
1f the hours are further curlailed 1 fem
there will be a considerable increase in sly-
grog selling in our inland areas. It would
hezome much more dillicult to conirol the
sale of liquor outhack. 1 hold it is unrea-
sonable of these people that beeause there
is a small percenfage of the people—prob-
ably not more than twe per cent—who can-
not control their own actions, to continoally
demand foriher restrietions. I de not see
why becavse two per eent. of the people
cannot control thewselves the remaining 98
per cent. should be put under lock and key.
Beeause a fow people cannot control them-
selves, the temperance advocates would pre-
vent others from having what is perhaps
necessary in a medical sense, and would deny
to that larger section what they require in a
sensikle and reasonable way. Tt will, how-
ever, be some time hefore this matter comes
before the House, and I merely make these
remarks to show the direction which my
views take on this matter. I think that the
presenl measure is o reasonable one. It has
worked well and done an enormous amount
of good. The attitude of the temperance
advocates appears to me to show a desire
to build up a nation of milksops at a time
when we should aim at building up a self-
reliant people who can control themselves
at all times. T wish now lo make a brief
reference to the election which I recently
contested, and to draw attention to what 1
considler a necessary amendment which
might be taken into consideration when the
proposed Bill for the alteration of electoral
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boundaries is under consideration. There are
some faets in my recent experience which
disclose a rvather serious position. It may
happen that some other member of Parlia-
ment seeking re-election might have to un-
dergo the ordeal I had, possibly under
like cireumstances. I realise that the circum-~
siances eonnecled with my eleetion were
unique and that a most exiraordinary posi-
lion arose in connection with it. The Court
itself, it seemed to me, overlooked section
161, If they did not overlook it, then I
think the section requires amendment, See-
tion 161 reads—

The (‘omt shall inquire whether or not
the requisites of section one hundred and
fiftv-six have been observed, and so far
as the voting is concerned, may inquire
into the identity of persons, and whether
their votes were improperly admitted or
rejected, and whether the result of the
polling was correctly ascertained, but the
Court shall deem the roll conclusive evi-
dence that the persons enrolled were, at
the date of the eompletion of the roll, en-
{itled to he envolled,

When the Court came to deal with the dis-
pute in my election, so far as T am aware.
it failed lo ohserve the instructions contained
in that seetion. Had the Court inquired
whether the voting had been properly ad-
mitfed or rejected, undoubtedly no other de-
cision could have been come to than one
distinetly against the proper admission of
votes.  When the Court declared that the
election should be declared void, it failed fo
ohserve the requirements of this section of
the Act. If, on the other hand, my reading
of the section is a wrong oune, T think the
section should he amended so as {o make it
more definite. That wonld prevent some un-
fortunate member of Parliament, or would-
be member, finding himself in the predica-
ment I was in. At least, such litigant would
have an opportunity of having full and pro-
per inquiry made into the question whether
votes had been properly received or rejected
as the case may bhe. Under Section 171
power is given to make rules of Court; and
it has been found that the Act is somewhat
overruled by the rules of the Court. It is
true those rules of Court were passed by
hoth Houses of Parliament, but I am sure
members of this House at any rate did not
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al the tine realise the purport of those rules.
The rules of the Court under the Electoral
Aet decidedly  require to  be repealed,
and | make the suggestion to the leader of
the House that when the matier of the
alteration of electoral boundaries is being
considered the question of the rules of the
Court shonld also have attention. . I beg to
support the amendment whieh has been
moved 1o the Address-in-reply.

Amendmeni pui and passed.

(Question put and passed, the Address as
amended adopted.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.
The COLONIAI, SECRETARY (Hon.

H. P. Colebatehi-—- Bast) [9.26]: It having
heen decided at a joint meeting of members
of both Houses of Parliament held to-day to
adjourn Parliament for the purpose of
affording members an opportunity of taking
part m ihe referendum campaign, I move—
That the House at its rising do adjourn
until Tuesday, 3ist day of October.
Question passed.

Haouse adjourned at 9.30 p.m.
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QUESTION—ANTI-CONSCRIPTIONIST

MEETINGS — PROTECTION OF
SPEAKERS.
Mr, GREEN asked the Premier: 1, Is he

aware that a number of people made a sav-
age attack on a speaker on the Esplanade
on Sunday afteirncon last, becanse he was
speaking against conseription ? 2, As this
sreat subject will have to be submitted
to a referendum of the people of Australia
on 28th October, will he endeavour to pre-
vent a repetition of these disgracefnl
methods, by granting adequate police pro-
lection to those who desire to hold publie
meetings to ventilate this question, so that
both sides may be presented to the people?
3, Is he awave that a number of hooligans
were ingited in this cowardly attack by one,
Reerniling Sergeant Brunnen? 4, If the
Facts are as stated, will he bring the repre-
hensible conduct of Brunnen under the no-
tice of the Federal mililary authorities so
thai his actions may be investigated and
dealt with?

The PREMIER replied: 1, One of the
principal speakers at an anti-conseription
gathering on the Esplanade on Sunday af-
ternoon, 24th instant, was rushed by a large
erowd and sought refuge in the Weld Club.
2, The State police will do all that is pos-
sible to maintain order at public meetings.
3. Nu. 4. Answered by No, 3.

QUESTION—RETURNED SOLDIERS,
EMPLOYMENT,

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Premier: 1,
Is he aware thal a large and increasing num-
her of returned soldiers are unable to ob-
tain employvment? 2, If so. what steps do
the (Government propose to take in orvder
lo prevent these deserving men from snffer-
ing hardship and want? 3, Has any fur- |
ther consideration been given to the sug-
gestion that a number of these men he am-



